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ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL

Dear Supporter,

Our team at the lllinois Environmental Council is especially proud to release this edition of our
scorecard, which includes votes on two pieces of legislation whose passage marked the biggest
24 hours in lllinois’ climate policy history — the Clean and Reliable Grid Affordability (CRGA) Act
(SB25) and the Northern lllinois Transit Authority (NITA) Act (SB2111). As the Trump administration
touts anti-climate and anti-environmental justice policies, the lllinois legislature instead
decisively embraced equitable, next-generation climate policy.

Since the passage of those bills in October 2025, another Spring legislative session has come and gone, and
with it more votes on environmental bills worth scoring. Passing legislation is typically more difficult in election
years. We knew that going into this Spring legislative session, our team at the lllinois Environmental Council
worked hard to set realistic expectations for what our community might be able to accomplish. We planned
for those factors, set our priorities accordingly, and worked with legislators to accomplish everything possible
in a year like this.

We wish, of course, that the legislature would be bolder still, even during an election year when schedules are
tight and resources are limited because the climate crisis will not wait for us to act. Ultimately, how legislators
use their time and their power in the General Assembly is up to them. Our scorecard holds them accountable
for those decisions.

It's also our longest-running legacy resource, widely available and free of charge in service to our mission
and everyone across our state. There is no other accounting of legislators’ environmental record like it
anywhere else in lllinois. Use this resource to evaluate whether your legislators have used their power in the
General Assembly to protect you, plants, animals, and our environment, or to aid big polluters and dirty fossil
fuel special interests.

As you dive into the scorecard, here's an overview of what you'll find. Our power keeps growing. This session,
58 percent of sitting State House Representatives and 46 percent of sitting State Senators earned a perfect
100 percent voting record — both up about 3 points from last year. For the second year in a row, more than
half of the lllinois legislature voted with the environment 100 percent of the time.

While we are proud of this number, we see room for growth. That is what makes this tool so valuable, but only
if YOU use it.

For a more detailed look at lllinois” environmental policy victories this session, check out our 2026 Legislative
Report on our website at www.ilenviro.org/legreport26.
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Jennifer Walling
CEQO, lllinois Environmental Council
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EXPLANATION OF SCORING

For each bill, IEC evaluates legislators on whether they voted for the pro-environment position (“+") on each bill scored or
against it ("-"). For bills that the environmental community supports, a YES vote is a “+" and a NO vote is a “~". For bills we
opposed, a NO vote is a “+" and a YES vote is a “-". We then tally those votes and calculate an overall score. For instance,
we'd give a 60% score to someone who voted YES on six pro-environment bills and NO on four pro-environment bills.

o

The only votes not counted are those when a legislator had an excused absence (noted in the chart as “A” or "E"),
which generally meant that the legislator was not in Springfield on that day due to an illness or other unexpected,
excused circumstances. We score legislators who were absent based on the other votes they did cast.

Two other voting possibilities are included. Occasionally, a legislator may vote “Present,” which is essentially an
abstention. These are shown in the voting chart as “P” and counted the same as a “+" when they support the

"

pro-environment position, and shown as “p” and counted as “-" when they hurt the pro-environment position.

Similarly, when a legislator is present in Springfield but fails to vote on a bill, we count it as a “no” vote. This
is noted in the chart as “NV” and counted the same as a “+” when this action supports the pro-environment
position. It is noted as “nv” and counted as “-” when it does not support the pro-environment position.

Legislators have many reasons for voting “Present” or for not voting at all. They may vote “Present” because of a
philosophical conflict on the issue or simply because they don't want to commit publicly one way or the other.
They may miss a vote because they were in an important meeting, were in the restroom at the time of the vote, or
were at their desk but decided not to vote. Regardless of the reason, these actions significantly affect whether or
not a bill passes. Therefore, it is appropriate to hold legislators accountable for their actions, whatever they may be.




ABOUT THE BILLS IN THE 2026 ENVIRONMENTAL SCORECARD

SB25: CLEAN AND RELIABLE GRID AFFORDABILITY (CRGA) ACT - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Stadelman/Hoffman
* Rising energy costs and price volatility have hit lllinois ratepayers hard. This legislation strengthens grid reliability and
affordability by adding 3 GW of battery storage to our energy system, creating a virtual power plant (VPP) program,
expanding energy efficiency programs, and giving consumers more tools to save money on their energy bills. Residential
energy costs are expected to be reduced by an estimated $13.4 billion over the next 20 years under CRGA.

* SB25 passed the House by a vote of 70-37-0 and the Senate by 37-22-0 in October of 2025, after the release
of our 2025 scorecard.

SB2111: Northern lllinois Transit Authority Act - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Villivalam/Delgado
* This bill established the Northern lllinois Transit Authority (NITA) to replace the Regional Transportation Authority
(RTA) and oversee CTA, Metra, and Pace—unifying lllinois’ transit system to deliver more seamless, reliable, and
accessible transit service. The bill also delivers $1.5 billion in annual funding to stabilize transit operations
statewide while strengthening governance and accountability through independent performance audits, a chief
internal auditor, and a unified fare system by 2030.

» SB2111 passed the House by a vote of 72-32-0 and the Senate by a vote of 36-21-0 in October of 2025, after the
release of our 2025 scorecard.

HB2955: PFAS Task Force - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rashid/Villivalam

* PFAS contamination in wastewater poses serious risks to public health and waterways. This legislation creates a
committee to develop and annually update a PFAS Action Plan, ensuring ongoing oversight and coordinated state
action on PFAS wastewater through 2044.

* HB2955 passed the House by a vote of 78-39-0 and the Senate by 56-00-0. ﬁ
m
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ABOUT THE BILLS IN THE 2026 ENVIRONMENTAL SCORECARD coninueo

HB4418: Plastic Pellet Free Waters Act - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Mason/Morrison

« This bill classifies pre-production plastic pellets as a pollutant and directs the IEPA to develop and implement stormwater
pollution controls, ensuring industrial producers are held accountable for preventing pellet spills into our waterways.

* HB4418 passed the House by a vote of 69-33-0 and the Senate by 44-13-0.

HB4859: Unused Food Sharing - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Yang Rohr/Eliman

* Students sometimes leave meals untouched, contributing to food waste in schools. This legislation allows school
districts to reduce that waste and address food insecurity by implementing share tables—designated areas
where students can leave or take unopened food items at no cost.

* HB4859 passed the House by a vote of 97-01-0 and the Senate by 59-00-0.

HBS5070: EPA Federal Backstop - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Williams/Ellman

 This bill ends the state's automatic adoption of federal environmental rules when rollbacks would weaken
in-state protections.

* HB5070 passed the House by a vote of 69-28-0 and the Senate by 45-11-0.

HB5309: Mute Swans - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Moeller/Balkema

* Mute swans are a non-native, invasive species that outcompete native wildlife, destroy vegetation, and degrade
lllinois wetlands. This bill amends the wildlife code to enable the lllinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)
to differentiate among swan species and effectively manage mute swan populations.

* HB5309 passed the House by a vote of 91-00-0 and the Senate by 58-00-0.

HB5541: Food Waste Composting - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Moeller/Johnson

» Organic waste composting generates environmental benefits but requires oversight to protect public health and
the environment. This legislation establishes permitting requirements for organic waste composting operations
while exempting small-scale operators handling under 50 cubic yards and those processing only self-generated
waste on-site, ensuring accountability without overburdening small community composting efforts.

* HB5541 passed the House by a vote of 103-00-0 and the Senate by 59-00-0.




SB2980: Climate Displacement Report - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Guzman/du Buclet
* This bill extends the Climate Displacement Task Force's report deadline from June to December 2026.
» SB2980 passed the Senate by a vote of 42-13-0 and the House by 73-34-0.

SB3037: Dark Sky Act - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Ellman/Yang Rohr

* Light pollution threatens wildlife, disrupts ecosystems, and diminishes natural dark skies across lllinois. This
legislation strengthens outdoor lighting standards for State-funded projects by requiring new and renovated
luminaires to meet responsible lighting requirements.

* SB3037 passed the Senate by a vote of 57-0-0 and the House by 75-36-0.

SB3772: Environmental Justice Air Permitting - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Villanueva/Jiménez

* Environmental justice areas experience the cumulative impact of many types of pollutants. This legislation
reforms permitting to ensure the IEPA accurately defines EJ communities and accounts for cumulative impacts,
especially amid federal rollbacks.

* SB3772 passed the Senate by a vote of 43-11-0 and the House by 73-39-0.

SB3917: EPA Waste Discharge Permit - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Fine/Faver Dias

* This legislation requires major public and private wastewater facilities to regularly test for PFAS while allowing
facilities that demonstrate consistently undetectable PFAS levels over two consecutive years to request reduced
sampling frequency.

* SB3917 passed the Senate by a vote of 54-00-0 and the House by 64-34-0.

SB4025: Lead Service Line Replacement - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Villvalam/Olickal

* This bill accelerates the replacement of lead service lines across lllinois by requiring property owners to grant
community water supplies access to replace lead or galvanized service lines at no cost to the owner.

* SB4025 passed the Senate by a vote of 51-00-0 and the House by 83-29-0.
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AIEC

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL

520 E Capitol
Springfield, IL 62701

ilenviro.org
Phone: 217-544-5954
Email: iec@ilenviro.org

The Environmental Scorecard is published by the Illinois
Environmental Council (IEC) for purposes of public education.
It provides a record and analysis of votes in the lllinois
General Assembly on a wide range of environmental and
conservation bills with the goal of creating a better-informed
populace.

No endorsement of any party, legislator, or political candidate
is implied in this scorecard or in any other publications or
activities of the lllinois Environmental Council. IEC does
not make financial contributions to any candidate or
political party.

Since 1975, the lllinois Environmental Council has worked to
safeguard lllinois—its people, its plants and animals, and the
natural systems on which all life depends by building power
for people and the environment. Representing over 130
environmental organizations in the state, IEC carries out
its mission to advance equitable public policies that create
healthy environments across lllinois through education,
advocacy and movement building.



