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Board & Staff
Illinois Environmental Council
Board of Directors

Officers

Elected Directors

Appointed Directors/Lead Affiliates

Delmar Gillus | President
Ashley Maybanks | Vice President
Pastor Scott Onque' | Treasurer
Justin Williams | Secretary

Marc Celani
Jessica Collingsworth
David Kolata
Karen May
Anne McKibbin
Juliana Pino
Cary Shepherd

Jennifer Baader | Brookfield Zoo Chicago
Alyssa Berman-Cutler | Lincoln Park Zoo
Maggie Bruns | Prairie Rivers Network
Peter Chung | Illinois Chapter of the Sierra Club
Neda Deylami | Environmental Defense Fund
Jo Fessett | Illinois Audubon Society
Brian Gill | Shedd Aquarium
Delmar Gillus | Elevate
MeLena Hessel | Vote Solar
Chris Kessler | Openlands
Angela Larsen | Alliance for the Great Lakes
Karen Magid | Morton Arboretum
Ashley Maybanks | The Nature Conservancy
David McEllis | Environmental Law & Policy Center
Sarah Moskowitz | Citizens Utility Board
Nife Olufosoye | Natural Resources Defense Council
Pastor Scott Onque’ | Faith in Place
Cynthia Segura | YP Board Co-President
Linda Trey | Union of Concerned Scientists
Brian Urbaszewski | Respiratory Health Association
Jeff Watters | Ocean Conservancy
Justin Williams | Metropolitan Planning Council

Illinois Environmental Council
Education Fund Board of Directors

Officers

Elected Directors

Appointed Directors/Lead Affiliates

Rev. Brian Sauder | President
David McEllis | Vice President
Rick Courtheoux | Treasurer
Ashley Parr | Secretary

Rick Courtheoux
Angela Foster-Rice
John Gay
Vittorio Gomez
Belinda Li
Ashley Parr
Kelly Shelton

Jennifer Baader | Brookfield Zoo Chicago
Maggie Bruns | Prairie Rivers Network
Jaclyn Carmichael | YP Board President
Victoria Coleman | Union of Concerned Scientists
Will Kenworthy | Vote Solar
David McEllis | Environmental Law & Policy Center
Emily Reusswig | Openlands
Rev. Brian Sauder | Faith in Place
Rev. Booker Vance | Elevate

2025
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IEC’s strength has been its ability to speak for
the entire environmental movement in Illinois.
SANDRA MCAVOY
IEC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
(1978-1982)

Sandra McAvoy
celebrates Earth Day
at the Illinois State
Capitol.

Earth Day
celebration at the

State Capitol.
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50th Anniversary Highlights
Our development team of Sr. Development Manager Danny Collins and Development Associate Mundra Turtogtokh broke
records this year at our 50  anniversary Environmental Leadership Dinner. We’re thankful to the organizations and
individuals who sponsored the dinner, recruited a table, bought tickets, participated in our Silent Auction, or donated to our
mission.

th

Over the course of the year, we convened environmental leaders, past and present, to help us reflect on and document the
incredible history of Illinois’ environmental movement. Out of that process, we honored the legacy of those who paved the
way and projected a vision for the next 50 years. We were proud to produce a 50th anniversary video and book telling that
story, five decades in the making.

Lifetime Achievement Award
Hon. Elaine Nekritz

Milestone Achievement Award
Sen. Julie Morrison & Rep. Abdelnasser Rashid

Organizing Champion Award
American Federation of Government Employees Local 704

Movement Builder Award
The Joyce Foundation

Karen May Green Caucus Advocacy Award
Andrea Densham

Environmental Leadership Award Winners

IEC Staff at the IEC 50  anniversary Environmental Leadership Dinner.th
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https://youtu.be/kAThyCfPmgk?si=7bQ7wdXucwFaLJI3
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Two back-to-back climate policy wins during October’s’s’
Veto Session made for the biggest 24 hours for climate
action in Illinois history.

Two back-to-back climate policy wins during October’s
Veto Session made for the biggest 24 hours for climate
action in Illinois history.
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Our partners in the Illinois Clean Jobs Coalition deserve
tremendous praise for the breadth of industry expertise
they brought to the negotiations for both climate packages,
CRGA and NITA.

At IEC, we’re proud of our staff’s commitment to the spirit
of collaboration and their work guiding our movement to
these victories every step of the way. 

The Illinois legislature decisively rejected the anti-climate
and anti-environmental justice policies touted by our
federal government in large part because IEC has been
laser-focused on building an informed and mobilized
climate majority in the Illinois General Assembly. While the
federal government repeals climate policies and the Trump
administration rejects DEI initiatives and policies grounded
in equity, Illinois is passing policies that prioritize
accessibility and economic vitality for all Illinoisans. 

IEC was proud to play an integral role in the passage of
this significant legislation, from direct lobbying to leading
educational and advocacy communications strategy that
generated or contributed to over 86 news clips to driving
over 4,500 messages to legislators’ offices to hosting
three climate lobby days bringing over 1,000 dedicated
Illinoisans to the State Capitol to organizing and
participating in 12 related educational events.

Then, in the early morning of October 31, a second
massive climate package passed. Illinois history was
made.

Following months of negotiations—and mere hours after
the passage of CRGA, the Illinois General Assembly
passed the Northern Illinois Transit Authority (NITA) Act.
This act addresses air and climate pollution in Illinois’
transportation sector by reforming and investing $1.5
billion in public transit.

The transportation sector is our state’s largest source of
greenhouse gas emissions.

IEC Legislative Relations Director Dany Robles said,
“Thanks to the leadership of the Governor’s Office, State
Senator Ram Villivalam, and State Representative Eva-Dina
Delgado, among other climate leaders in the General
Assembly, Illinoisans will move across the region more
safely, reliably, and affordably, and the state will continue
to move forward on its climate goals.”

Dany was a campaign co-coordinator, playing a key role in
activating and aligning advocates, setting strategy, and
conducting direct lobbying. Others on our team led
educational and advocacy communications strategies
that generated or contributed to over 52 news clips,
mobilized over 4,000 constituent messages into legislator
offices, hosted or participated in more than 10 

educational and advocacy events about the need for clean
and equitable transportation, and organized direct
outreach to thousands of impacted riders.

     n the night of October 30th, climate advocates celebrated a decisive win for our state’s climate. The Clean and Reliable
Grid Affordability (CRGA) Act passed with a vote of 70-37 in the House and 37-22 in the Senate. Not since the Illinois
General Assembly passed the Climate and Equitable Jobs Act four years ago has the nation seen such a strong
demonstration of climate action out of a state general assembly. CRGA is a promise to Illinoisans and our climate that we
can, and will, accelerate our climate goals and take steps to make energy more affordable for everyone. 

“The passage of the Clean and Reliable Grid Affordability Act marks the biggest climate action by any state since the Trump
administration rolled back the Inflation Reduction Act,” said IEC Chief Executive Officer Jen Walling. This act further cements
Illinois’ legacy as a national leader on climate. 

IEC’s Dany Robles speaks at a press conference on the Northern Illinois Transit
Authority Act.

O
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https://youtu.be/9ijjqVGy0SI?si=NloMjX1VFpQ_Se9z
https://youtu.be/_6_n12gPWeY?si=IJckggVTRPXnYFVs
https://youtu.be/c7l1oGdFo8E?si=QXAY4DsQFxtD_hmg
https://youtu.be/5A3_Mhw8UM4?si=HFqyPkLR0bL_5b19
https://youtu.be/5A3_Mhw8UM4?si=HFqyPkLR0bL_5b19


   The passage of the Clean and
Reliable Grid Affordability Act
marks the biggest climate action
by any state since the Trump
administration rolled back the
Inflation Reduction Act.
— Jen Walling
IEC Chief Executive Officer

“
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IEC Leadership
In 2025, IEC’s staff underwent an organizational shift. One key outcome was the elevation of IEC’s leadership team to
the C-suite.

In early 2025, Lindsay Keeney was promoted from Conservation Director to Chief Programs Officer, Conservation and
Agriculture. Lindsay joined IEC in 2015. Since then, she’s been an effective steward of our conservation policy portfolio.
She directs our conservation tour program, which serves as a key tactic for building legislative and community power in
the conservation and sustainable agriculture spaces.

In October, IEC and IECEF board presidents recognized Jen Walling with a promotion from Executive Director to Chief
Executive Officer after 14 years of service to the organization. This promotion is a testament to her leadership at IEC
and within the larger environmental movement. 

Congratulations, Lindsay and Jen!

Clean and Reliable Grid Affordability Act (SB25) – The CRGA Act is the biggest state investment in clean energy
since the Trump administration rolled back the Inflation Reduction Act, and provides consumers with critical tools to
save money on their utility bills and advances Illinois’ climate goals.

Northern Illinois Transit Authority Act (SB2111) – Reforms and invests $1.5 billion in public transit, helping mitigate air
and climate pollution across the region.

Climate Displacement Act (SB1859) – In a bold commitment to proactive, people-centered climate policy, this bill
establishes Illinois' first Climate Displacement Task Force. A landmark step toward preparing our state for the human
impacts of climate change, we are especially proud that environmental justice (EJ) and community voices were
prioritized, with representation from immigrant rights groups, labor, housing advocates, and EJ organizations built into
the Task Force.

Indigenous Peoples’ Conservation Rights Act (HB1605) – Adds federally recognized Native American tribes to the list
of entities that can hold a conservation easement.

Rewilding Illinois (HB2726) – Defines the term "Rewilding" in state statute for Illinois Department of Natural Resources
(INDR) to use as a strategy for ecological restoration.

PFAS Phase-Out (HB2516) – Phases out the use of PFAS (per and polyfluoroalkyl substances), aka "forever chemicals,"
in the manufacturing of children's products, cosmetics, intimate apparel such as sleepwear or underwear, menstrual
products, and dental floss by 2032.

Mahomet Aquifer (HВ3614/SB1723) – In 2023, Illinois passed nation-leading legislation to regulate Carbon Capture
and Sequestration, but the Mahomet Aquifer, which supplies clean water to nearly one million people throughout
Central Illinois, was originally left unprotected. This bill extended that legislation to protect the sole-source aquifer and
public drinking water from proposed carbon injection well projects.

Increased Penalties for Environmental Violations – IEC worked with University of Chicago Law Professor Mark
Templeton to elevate environmental violation penalty opportunities to the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
(IEPA), leading to its inclusion in the Budget Implementation Bill. 

Key State Legislative Victories
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Illinoisans
2,500+

engaged across 35
events hosted by IEC
in 2025
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Legislative Report

Environmental Scorecard

Climate was on everyone’s mind in 2025. In January,
May, and October, over 900 Illinoisans from every
corner of the state made the trip to Springfield to fight
for climate action. We were thrilled to see such a
strong outpouring of support from Chicago to Metro-
East and everywhere in between. 

We also convened community leaders and advocates
to fight for soil health, strengthen resources for
conservation and open space stewardship, and
untangle Illinois from plastic pollution. Over 200
Illinoisans joined us to discuss these topics with their
representatives in the House and Senate.

Lobby Days

We believe in strengthening democracy by making the
process of government more accessible to
environmental advocates. Each year, we share our
progress at the state level in our annual Legislative
Report. This tool is designed to keep our movement
informed on how environmental policy is progressing
within the General Assembly.

Holding decision-makers accountable for their use of
power is a key piece of our theory of change. Our
annual Environmental Scorecard is a tool advocates
can use to do just that. When would you use this? In
an election year, for example! There is no better way
to evaluate whether your legislators have used their
power in the General Assembly to protect climate and
conservation in Illinois or to aid big polluters and dirty
fossil fuel special interests. Outside of election season,
voters can use this information to build stronger
relationships with their lawmakers and urge them to
become—or remain—green champions.

View our 2025 Scorecard on our website.

View our 2025 Legislative Report on our website.
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https://ilenviro.org/iec-scorecard/
https://ilenviro.org/2025-legislative-report/


Lobby Day
1,300
Participants

For decades, our
Lobby Days have
inspired legislative
action among our
decision-makers,
our affiliates, and
passionate Illinoisans

For decades, our
Lobby Days have
inspired legislative
action among our
decision-makers,
our affiliates, and
passionate Illinoisans
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100% Scorers: Illinois’ Green Champions

Environmental Townhall Series

Cristina Castro
Javier L. Cervantes
Bill Cunningham
Mary Edly-Allen
Laura Ellman
Paul Faraci
Sara Feigenholtz
Graciela Guzmán
Michael W. Halpin
Don Harmon
Adriane Johnson
David Koehler
Robert F. Martwick

Laura M. Murphy
Robert Peters
Mike Porfirio
Willie Preston
Mike Simmons
Elgie R. Sims, Jr.
Steve Stadelman
Rachel Ventura
Karina Villa
Celina Villanueva
Ram Villivalam
Mark L. Walker

Carol Ammons
Jaime Andrade
Diane Blair-Sherlock
Kam Buckner
Mary Beth Canty
Kelly M. Cassidy
Terra Costa Howard
Margaret Croke
Eva-Dina Delgado
Marti Deuter
Daniel Didech
Kimberly du Buclet
Laura Faver Dias
Robyn Gabel
Jennifer Gong-Gershowitz
Edgar Gonzalez, Jr.
Nicolle Grasse
Will Guzzardi
Sonya M. Harper
Hoan Huynh

Lilian Jiménez
Tracy Katz Muhl
Stephanie A. Kifowit
Lindsey LaPointe
Theresa Mah
Joyce Mason
Debbie Meyers-Martin
Anna Moeller
Bob Morgan
Martin J. Moylan
Michelle Mussman
Suzanne M. Ness
Kevin John Olickal
Abdelnasser Rashid
Anne Stava
Nabeela Syed
Emanuel "Chris" Welch
Ann M. Williams
Janet Yang Rohr

Every fall, IEC provides Illinoisans with an opportunity to weigh in on the following year’s legislative priorities. Our team
of environmental policy experts hosts an annual series of town halls to gather feedback and insight from everyday
environmental advocates across the state. 

State-level environmental action has always been vital, but an environmentally unfriendly federal government makes
this work even more urgent. Pushing our decision-makers to support policies that safeguard the environment is our
way of fighting back.

Together, we develop policy priorities that will bolster Illinois’ role as a national leader in the environmental movement.

Illinois environmentalists walk through the state Capitol from one legislator meeting to another. 

Senators Representatives
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At IEC, we’re committed to safeguarding our plants, animals, and natural systems that sustain life. Fossil fuels,
especially from transportation and buildings, are the leading drivers of the climate crisis. They pollute our air, drain our
water resources, and fragment the land wildlife depends on. But Illinois’ open spaces are not without hope.

In 2025, IEC and our conservation partners passed two
key bills with implications for climate change mitigation:
The Indigenous Peoples’ Conservation Rights Act and
Rewilding Illinois. The Indigenous Peoples’ Conservation
Rights Act allows federally recognized tribes to hold
conservation easements. These voluntary agreements
let landowners protect natural, agricultural, and historical
features on their property. The law gives landowners the
option to work with tribes to achieve their conservation
goals, joining 31 other states in this approach.
Conserving land this way helps preserve rural heritage,
wildlife, habitat, clean air and water, and recreational
opportunities for communities. 

Rewilding Illinois promotes the restoration of native
species and habitats, creating connected landscapes
that can better withstand the impacts of climate
change. By encouraging the return of native plants and
wildlife, this legislation gives the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources official legal standing to rewild
ecosystems that provide essential services like carbon
storage, water filtration, and flood mitigation, while
enhancing biodiversity across the state.

Together, these victories reflect a broader commitment
to protecting Illinois’ landscapes at every scale, from
expansive ecosystems to individual species. Building on
this momentum, IEC also advanced targeted legislation
to safeguard vulnerable wildlife and irreplaceable
habitats that are critical to a healthy, climate-resilient
Illinois.

IEC continued our efforts to pass the Wetlands
Protection Bill, which enshrines state-level wetland
protections in law. Today, only 10% of Illinois’ historic
wetlands remain, making these ecosystems more
vulnerable than ever. Wetlands provide critical habitat
for wildlife, filter water, and help communities avoid
expensive, dangerous flooding and climate impacts.
Over 2,100 Illinoisans took action to help safeguard that
10%. We had an incredible time showing Illinois
decision-makers the importance of wetlands and their
value to communities across the state. IEC and our
affiliates remain committed to seeing this critical
conservation bill passed, ensuring Illinois’ remaining
wetlands are protected for generations to come.

The Illinois General Assembly passed the Gray Fox
Season Bill, which grants the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources the authority to regulate the gray fox
hunting season to ensure population stability and
longevity. Previously, state law required an automatic
open season regardless of population trends, limiting
the state’s ability to respond to declines. With gray fox
populations declining due to factors such as disease
and habitat loss, this change allows IDNR to use
science-based data to open, limit, or close the season
as needed. The bill supports adaptive wildlife
management and helps protect this native species for
the future. 

Nature-based Climate Solutions
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https://youtu.be/Z7Q70AalmRk?si=AkSB0wBmxEEr-kmP
https://youtu.be/Z7Q70AalmRk?si=AkSB0wBmxEEr-kmP
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Lobby Week

Chicago
Environmental

In 2025, IEC founded the first-ever
Chicago Environmental Lobby
Week, replicating our success at
the state level and connecting 140
constituents with their alderperson.
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Chicago
Environmental

IIInnn 222000222555,,, IIIEEECCC fffooouuunnndddeeeddd ttthhheee fffiiirrrsssttt---eeevvveeerrr
CCChhhiiicccaaagggooo EEEnnnvvviiirrrooonnnmmmeeennntttaaalll LLLooobbbbbbyyy
WWWeeeeeekkk,,, rrreeepppllliiicccaaatttiiinnnggg ooouuurrr sssuuucccccceeessssss aaattt
ttthhheee ssstttaaattteee llleeevvveeelll aaannnddd cccooonnnnnneeeccctttiiinnnggg 111444000
cccooonnnssstttiiitttuuueeennntttsss wwwiiittthhh ttthhheeeiiirrr aaallldddeeerrrpppeeerrrsssooonnn...



Chicago
BuildingPowerin
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Chicago Environmental Lobby Week

Hazel M. Johnson Cumulative Impacts Ordinance (CIO)

2025 Chicago City Council Environmental Scorecard

IEC has organized many lobby days at the Illinois State Capitol over the years. In 2025, we were thrilled to mobilize over
200 Chicagoans at our first Chicago Environmental Lobby Week—held during Earth Month! This event allowed
Chicagoans to meet their alders, connect with their neighbors, and help advance city environmental policies, including
the Hazel M. Johnson Cumulative Impacts Ordinance (CIO). You can watch our Chicago Environmental Lobby Week
recap video here.

IEC, our environmental justice partners, and supportive alders joined a rally calling on the City Council to pass this
ordinance. The CIO plays an important role in preventing the siting of new industrial polluters in areas already
overburdened by large amounts of pollution. By centering the voices of impacted residents and ending the cycle of
environmental sacrifice, we can build a safer, more just city. 

In the increasingly challenging federal political landscape, this was a wonderful opportunity to take action and build
toward impactful change at the local level. Three alders, Daniel LaSpata (1), Julia Ramirez (12), and Maria Hadden (49),
joined us to demonstrate their support to “End Sacrifice Zones” and a history of injustice at the hands of big polluters.
Watch our recap video here.

Our city scorecard is a mid-term report encompassing votes from January 2023 (not included in the previous
scorecard) through July 2025. We tally up the pro- and anti-environment votes, and from there, we create resources
that indicate whether elected officials are using their power to fight for you and our planet OR polluters.

View our 2025 Chicago City Council Environmental Scorecard now, available on our website.

Daniel La Spata 
Lamont Robinson 
William Hall 
Julia Ramirez 
Jeylú Gutierrez 
Derrick Curtis 
Jeanette Taylor 
Michael Rodriguez 
Byron Sigcho-Lopez 
Jessie Fuentes 
Rossana Rodriguez-Sánchez 
Bill Conway 
Carlos Ramirez-Rosa
Andre Vasquez 
Timmy Knudsen 
Bennett Lawson 
Angela Clay 
Matt Martin 
Leni Manaa-Hoppenworth 
Maria Hadden 

100% Scorers: Chicago’s Green Champions
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https://youtu.be/fyxCH2D1HG4?si=Qe9v1dQubcq1ZqUb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-colmE70IVw&list=PLMGeEea_3FDTsGAUAVHLPQIL7CPQfgvOZ&index=3
https://ilenviro.org/iec-scorecard/


Since we started our city advocacy work, we’ve been steadily growing influence and power in City Hall. Below
are some highlights of our progress.

Government budgets are an expression of government priorities, making them incredibly important, as opaque as they may
be. Parsing through city budgets trying to make heads or tails of line items and complex budget terms can be out of reach for
most of us, which is why IEC publishes an annual analysis of Chicago’s city budget. Understanding how the decision-makers
representing us are allocating our tax dollars is critical to being able to advocate effectively for strong environmental priorities
and hold our government accountable to those of us they represent. Our FY26 Chicago Budget Analysis is available on our
website.

After a decade of campaigning to reinstate the city’s Department of Environment, we succeeded in bringing an official DOE
back to Chicago. In 2025, our budget advocacy led to a now-resourced DOE with the authority to enforce environmental
violations. This work will reduce pollution in our city and sets the stage for the next chapter of environmental policy in
Chicago, passage of a permitting ordinance with environmental justice and cumulative pollution burden front and center.

Breaking Down Chicago’s FY26 Budget

An Empowered, Resourced Chicago Department of Environment

2025 Chicago Highlights
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https://ilenviro.org/chicagos-budget-analysis-environmental-impacts/
https://ilenviro.org/chicagos-budget-analysis-environmental-impacts/


Highlights
Federal
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Protectingclimateprogress,farmersandgrowers,
accesstofood,andourpubliclands.
The first Trump administration provided us with a blueprint for how a second Trump term might approach
environmental policy. While we anticipated this president putting our nation’s environment to the test, no one
anticipated the speed with which this administration is recklessly dismantling our environmental protections. Following
a slew of funding cuts and federal employee layoffs, it quickly became clear that IEC needed to convene our partners
and define a formal federal strategy for environmental advocacy.

IEC Sr. Policy Manager, Cate Caldwell (L), and Chief of Staff, Chelsea Biggs (R),
stand outside the U.S. Capitol after an afternoon of congressional meetings
with LCV.

Thanks to the incredible leadership and support of the
League of Conservation Voters (LCV), IEC has been able to
step up to the plate to uplift stories of how Illinois is being
impacted.

To accomplish this goal, we hired a Sr. Policy Manager to
develop an organizational engagement strategy for federal
policy.

Cate Caldwell comes to IEC with years of experience, having
worked extensively on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. Most
recently, Cate served as a trusted policy staffer on Senator
Duckworth’s team, where she played an integral role in
federal policy initiatives on energy, environment,
environmental justice, and agriculture issues. Her deep
understanding of the legislative process and established
relationships with D.C. lawmakers will be crucial as we work
to amplify our impact and lead federal policy efforts that
are critical to our mission.

Responding quickly to the quickly shifting landscape, Cate
convened IEC affiliates for rapid response calls, giving
advocates across our wide network the opportunity to
share the latest information, growing fears, emerging
strategies, and quality resources so that we could all
respond in real time to the connected threats we were all
facing together. Some of those resources included a
heavily-relied-upon analysis of H.R. 1 impacts on Illinois and
of the effects of the federal government’s shutdown on our
state.

Cate’s leadership will also help bridge the gap between
state and federal action, ensuring that our state-level goals
align with national policies and that we are proactively
engaging with lawmakers to drive meaningful change.

24
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https://ilenviro.org/trump-big-beautiful-bill-illinois-impacts/
https://ilenviro.org/analysis-understand-the-federal-government-shutdown/


Illinois
Environmental
Council

Bestof
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Legislator Tours
We’re Taking Legislators Out of Their Offices and Into the Field
As part of our work to educate lawmakers on the importance of agriculture and natural resource conservation practices
and to help them become environmental champions in the Illinois General Assembly, we have developed programs that
connect lawmakers with experiences that demonstrate the real-world impacts of their votes in the legislature.

On these tours, we take legislators out of their office buildings and out into the natural areas we need their help to
protect. For example, we bring them to farms in their districts or to conservation areas where they get an up-close look
at the importance of conservation practices, soil health, and nutrient pollution reduction. In 2025, we took decision-
makers out on more than 20 different tours, a record number. You can see a full rundown on our website. 

That’s the “why” behind our work organizing opportunities to showcase the incredible progress that the Climate and
Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA) is fostering in our communities. Take Alton, Illinois, for example. Our team worked with Lewis
& Clark Community College, the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, and local partners to host a
tour of their local CEJA workforce hub. Legislators, press, and regional advocates saw firsthand how CEJA provides
clean energy training opportunities. They also learned about the the wealth of wrap-around services for training
participants and saw an Illinois Solar for All-funded rooftop solar installation. Alton stood out as a beacon of clean
energy progress in Southern Illinois, and this tour helped elevate the workforce hub as a role model for future CEJA
hubs set to go online in 2026.

As IEC Climate Policy Program Associate Francisco Lopez Zavala said to a reporter during the tour, “Now, because of
CEJA, hubs like the community college ​are helping to build Illinois’s clean energy future, which in turn makes our air
easier to breathe, our communities healthier, and our grid more resilient.” And we are so excited to continue telling that
story.

IEC Sr. Policy Manager, Cate Caldwell (L), Chief of Staff, Chelsea Biggs (Center), Rep. Dagmara Avelar and staff from Congresswoman Underwood’s office tour IEC Business
Council Member BNSF Railway facilities
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https://ilenviro.org/iec-legislator-tours-2025/
https://youtu.be/VMSzRQ_uhSM?si=R7-FSGQsJfCnkDFJ
https://youtu.be/VMSzRQ_uhSM?si=R7-FSGQsJfCnkDFJ
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/solar/illinois-ceja-energy-workforce-hub-alton-equity


Messages
22,000

Driven by IEC from constituents
on environmental priorities into
decision-makers' offices
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Driven by IEC from constituents
on environmental priorities into
decision-makers' offices
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No environmental movement would be complete without the dedication of the next generation of environmental
leaders. The YP Board engages and organizes young professionals in the Chicagoland area committed to supporting
IEC’s mission and vision.

Consisting of young professionals from the public, private, and non-profit sectors, this group provides a forum for
young professionals concerned about environmental issues to meet, greet, and interact, supplementing IEC’s efforts on
key environmental policy initiatives. 

The two big events of the year are the Fall Wine and Art Harvest and the Holiday Party for a Sustainable Future. We’re
so grateful for the time this group dedicates to helping us raise funds and build community within the environmental
movement.

IEC Young Professionals Board (YP Board)

Events
In 2025, IEC hosted 26 free educational events—in-person, virtual, and hybrid—with a cumulative total of 1,843
registrants. Some of the most popular events were: 

Civics for Environmentalists
Civics for Environmentalists: Chicago
Move It, Hold It, Use It: How Transmission and Energy Storage Support Illinois' Energy Goals
Power Hungry: Data Centers and the Future of Clean Energy in Illinois

Our annual Civics for Environmentalists and Civics for Environmentalists: Chicago continued to grow in popularity. Over
448 Illinoisans joined these events to gain the insights and tools to keep Illinois a national leader on climate.

Building Community Power Across Illinois

IEC’s Hannah Flath and IEC affiliates from the Metropolitan Planning Council celebrate passage of NITA and CRGA
28
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https://youtu.be/dEZ_GBeluzU?si=CrX8Y2_YDh8wJFzu
https://youtu.be/O_pBgVg3pbU?si=NDjnE7VD0-ilBL01


Protection Bill
Wetlands

IEC continued our efforts to pass a
bill enshrining state-level wetland
protections into law.

Over 2,100 Illinoisans took action to
help safeguard our wetlands.
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Donor&FoundationRecognition

InstitutionalFunders

Illinois Environmental
Council

Illinois Environmental Council
Education Fund

We would like to express our immense gratitude to our many supporters, including our
funders, donors, sponsors, and affiliate and individual members. Thank you for your passion,
your support, and all you’re doing to protect Illinois’ environment!
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ASPCA® (American Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals®)

The Builders Initiative
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Conant Family Foundation
Crown Family Philanthropies
Funding Good Chaos
Gaylord & Dorothy Donnelley Foundation
Humana
Hunter Family Foundation
Illinois Food Movement Fund
John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
The Joyce Foundation
League of Conservation Voters Education Fund
Lumpkin Family Foundation
National Wildlife Federation
Oberweiler Foundation
Rockefeller Family Fund
Searle Funds at The Chicago Community Trust
Square One Foundation
TransitCenter
Walder Foundation
Walton Family Foundation

Heat Pump Nation
League of Conservation Voters
Permit Power Action Fund
Sixteen Thirty Fund
Walton Conservation Coalition
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2025 IEC Donors

Joyce Blumenshine
Clark Bullard
Ellyn Bullock
Sally Carton
Perri & Rick Courtheoux
Laura & David Davis
Jo Fessett
Susan Garrett
Tanner & Suellen Girard
Sue Lannin & Albert Ettinger
Anne McKibbin
Julie Moller
Abigail Nichols & Carl Nelson
Martel Richardson
Jeffrey Sanders
Kathy Shannon & Matthew Frank
Nat Steinsultz

Maggie Bruns
Meg & Tim Callahan
Kathleen Campbell
Randall Doubet-King
Christopher & Elizabeth Dunn
Bob Fisher
Tracy & Rick Fox
Eric Green
Senate President Don Harmon
Bruce Karmazin
Robert Kelter
Seema Keshav
David Kolata & Suzanne Martineau
Cathy Lieberman
James Mann
Kay & Greg McKeen
Rob Milburn & Amy Morton
Andrea Moore
Jerry Paulson
Susan Peterson
Michael Rabbitt
Emily Reusswig
Sava Ristanovic
Rep. Robert Rita

Bill & Kay Ahaus
Dom Amato
Kristine & Peter Baldo
Mary Blackmore
Liz Bosarge
Jan Boudart
Sheila Brown
Marc & Courtney Celani
Rik & Julie Chomko
Linc Cohen
Maty Ortega Cruz
Commissioner Bridget Degnen
Amy & Luke Dembosky
Hans Detweiler
Angela Drexel
Sen. Laura Ellman
Sen. Sara Feigenholtz
Julia Friedman
Rep. Robyn Gabel
Martha George
Mary Grose
Randy Gunn
Debbie Halpern
Ben Hardin
Given & Jean Harper
Brian Holcomb
Karen Kane
Tony Kempa
Thomas Kotarac
Emily Kowalski
Allison Lipsman

$1000+ $500 - $999 cont.

$500 - $999

$250 - $499

Janice Rodgers
John Rogner
Marilyn Schweitzer & Michael Firman
Greg Spyreas
Richard Stuckey
Linda Sullivan
Daniel & Jennifer Touchette
David & Sandra Whitmore
Rep. Ann Williams
Karen Witter
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2025 IEC Donors

Penni Livingston
Hannah Lloyd
John Marlin
Nancy Maze
Tracey McFadden
Kevin McKee
Barbara Moline
Tessa Murray
Julie Prandi & James Reid
Libby Reuter
Joseph Santoro
Virginia Scott
Anthony Star
Deborah Stone
Kim Stone & Ken Wexler
Jillian Tackaberry
Ryan Tate
Brian Urbaszewski
Rep. David Vella
Mary & James Vieregg
Charles Wasserburg
Leroy Wehrle
Kit White
Justin Williams
Susan Zingle
Mike Ziri

$250 - $499 cont. $100 - $249 cont.

$100 - $249

Julia Bianconi
Anna Binstein
Kathleen & William Blair
Kevin Borgia
Ted Bourlard
Cara Braasch
Vincenza Brancato
Alice Brandon
Laurie Braun
Richard Breckenridge
Bradley Breems
Sarah Brotherton
Caitlin Brown
Mike Bullock
Susan Burt
Clare Butterfield
Jaclyn Carmichael
Peter Chung
Thomas Clemens
Victoria Coleman
Danny Collins & Renn Fontana
Lucy Contreras
Gary Cozette
Karen Crawford
Manya Crippen
Rep. Margaret Croke
Megan Cunningham
Jesska Cvijanovic
Brendan Dailey
Karen Daiter
Donnie & Jacqueline Dann
Commissioner Cameron Davis
Brian Deal
Jim & Mary Ellen DeClue
Allan Delphi
John Delurey
Laura Derks
Paul & Elizabeth Dickerson
Dan DiMeo
Amy Doll
Alison Dreith
Carol Dunaway
Sallie Eggers
Arthur & Aaron Elstein
Kathy Engert

Craig Agger
Rebekah Ahrens
Natalie & John Albers
Erika Allen
Joseph Appell
Manolo Avalos
Marilyn Baird
Mary Sue Barrett
Jill Bartelt
John Bartok
Amy & Marcello Bartucci
Anne Basten
Mavis Bates
Marisol Becerra
Christopher Benda
Ojars Berzins
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2025 IEC Donors

Oliver Ernst
Judith Erwin
Sen. Paul Faraci
Bob & Judy Finn
Audrey Fischer
Sam Fishman & Abigail Sugar
Dayna Flath
Genevieve Fletcher
Catherine Franczyk
Jay & Jennifer Futterman
Katherine Gage
Bonnie & Jeff Gahris
Kiera Gavin
Brian Gill
Delmar Gillus
Diane Gioe
Brian Gladstein
Karen Glennemeier
Sarah Gold
Laura Goldberg
Jane Goldenberg
Gordon Goodman
Peter Gorr
Ryan Granholm
Wendy Greenhouse
Krista Grimm & James Blauw
Cole Hanson
Brad Hanzel
Zachary Harris
Henry Henderson
Josh Hicks
Beth Holland
Rep. Terra Costa Howard
Stephen Hudson
Tae Won Hur
Karen Hyatt
Jean Ives
Bert Jacobson
Naomi Jakobsson
Homer Johnson & Janice Rashid
Bob Jorgensen
Leah Jorn
Sandra & David Kaptain

$100 - $249 cont.$100 - $249 cont.
Marta & Michael Keane
Jeffrey Keho
Rep. Mike Kelly
Andrew Kimmel & Suzanne Neumann
Claire King
Todd Kinney
Grace Kistner
Nance Klehm
Jean Korte
Jolie Krasinski
Amy Kurt
Michael LaBarbera
Sandra Lampo
Rep. Lindsey LaPointe
James Larson
Larry Larson
Virginia Laszewski
Sheri Latash
Georgia Lechlitner
Ann Legg
Rachel Lerner Rosenberg
Karen Lewis
Belinda Li
Mary Lovelock
Abby Witt Lowitzki
Jordan Maclay
Andrea Maertens-Pizzo
David Main
Hilary Marsh
Kathy Mason
Rena Henderson Mason
David & Caitlyn McEllis
Barbara McKasson
TW Miller
Vera Miller
Nancy Mores
Commissioner Josina Morita
Julie Morita
Catherine Morris
Ed Mullen
Rosemary Naseef & Monesh Chabria
Gregory Norris
Carter O'Brien
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2025 IEC Donors

Bridget O'Carroll
Jeff & Linda O'Kelley
Michael Ondek
Stephen Packard
Jen Packheiser
Neil Panega
Andrew & Patricia Panelli
Debbie Pastors
Dainisha & Vishna Patel
Christine Patterson
Laura Payne
Marion Perkins
Juliana Pino
Gabby Plotkin
Janis Von Qualen & Ted Schullian
Sheila Quinn
Trish Quintenz
Jackie Ray
Harvey Rehal
Andrew Rehn
Jenna Rethman
Wayne & Marlene Rethman
Ann Ridge
Paul & Verlyn Rosenberger
Susan Russo
Kathy Ryg
Linda Sanchez
David Scheibelhut
Nancy & Randy Schietzelt
Joy Schochet
Paula Scholl
Dawn Schubert & Eric Shubert
Cynthia Segura
Jill Sellers
Eileen Shanley-Roberts
Kaelyn Sheehan
Alisia Shelton
Cindy Shepherd
David Sherwood
Jack & Terryl Shouba
Renee Sichlau
Alyssa Sichrovsky
Seemi Siddiqui

$100 - $249 cont.$100 - $249 cont.
Steven Simpson-Black
Deb Singleton
Valerie Sivicek
Renee Skeete
Cindy Skrukrud & Thomas Von Geldern
Ricca Slone
Adair Small
James & Linda Smedinghoff
Kristy Smith
Pamela Smith
Thomas & Suzanne Smith
Art Spooner
Robert Stanton
Matthew Steffen
Topper & Carol Steinman
Sharon Stolz
Eileen Sutter
Jack Swenson
Kaity Szymborski
Shamus Thornton
Theresa Treacy & Michael Wiant
Dan Tudesco
George & Melissa Tully
Stephanie Vanderweide
Eberhard Veit
Louise & Douglas Voegtle
Elizabeth Wallace
Pat Walter
David & Jacoba Ward
David Weaver
Jack Westwood
Benjamin Whipple
Skylar Wilke
Brian Williams
Lisa Willis
Deborah Wolen & Steven Cohn
David Yocca
Julie Zaideman
Laura Zeller
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2025 IECEF Donors

Meg & Tim Callahan
Kathleen Campbell
Patti & Ben Campbell
Marc & Courtney Celani
Jessica Collingsworth
Barbara Cooper & William Nikola
Perri & Rick Courtheoux
George Covington
Barbara Flynn Currie
Laura & David Davis
Luke & Amy Dembosky
Lynn Feaver
Angela Foster-Rice
Tanner & Suellen Girard
Gordon Goodman
Allen & Carolyn Grosboll
Ted Haffner
Amanda Hanley
Bennett & Kate Julian
Howard Learner & Lauren Rosenthal
Robert & Jennifer Linton
Karen May
Kelly & Conrad Mazeski
Jo Patton
Rick Saines
Brian & Gabrielle Sauder
Virginia Scott
Kathy Shannon & Matthew Frank
Michael Shapiro Fund
Kelly Shelton
Debra Shore
Merrill Smith
Victoria Trauscht
Theresa Treacy & Michael Wiant
Karen Witter
Jerald Wray

$500 - $999$1000+
Lenore Beyer
Ryan Burg
Steven Byers & Nancy Williamson
Danny Collins & Renn Fontana
Karen Crawford
John Edelman
Joe Ferguson
Sen. Laura Fine
James Gibbs
Liza Go & Kevin Uchida
Julie Hamos
John Kett
Lew & Laurie Leibowitz
Cynthia Linton
Kenton Machina
James Mann
Hilary Marsh
Ashley Maybanks
Anne McKibbin
Andrea Moore
Monica Nakielski
Robert Needleman
Abigail Nichols & Carl Nelson
Sherri Racine
Carlos Ramirez-Rosa
Barbara & John Ryan
Catharine Schutzius
Marilyn Schweitzer & Michael Firman
Anton Seals
Ald. Byron Sigcho-Lopez & Loreen Targos
Colleen Smith
Kate Tomford
Daniel & Jennifer Touchette
George & Melissa Tully
Ingrid Verhulst & Pam Holy
Jennifer Van Wie
Susan Zingle
Manuela Zoninsein
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2025 IECEF Donors

Nedaa Alwawi
John Amdor
Ryan Anderson
Jennifer Baader
Alyssa Berman-Cutler
Stephanie Bilenko
Joel Brammeier
Clark Bullard
Stephanie Burk
Jonathan Carson
Debbie Chizewer
Elizabeth Cisar
Timothy Coonan
Hans Detweiler
Renita Dixon
Randall Doubet-King
Angela Drexel
Margaret Van Dyke
Oliver Ernst
Julia Friedman
Margaret Frisbie & Matthew Binns
Jay & Jennifer Futterman
Juanita Garcia
Martha George
Debbie Hendell
Stephen Hudson
Rachel Kagan
Meg Kelly
Viktor Koves
Collin Lester
Sarah Levesque
Marisa Lewandowski
Mary Lovelock
Peter Machmeier
Jordan Maclay
Patrick MacRoy
Nicholas Magrisso
Sharon Manuel
Stephanie Mao
Ed Miller
Rep. Anna Moeller
Sen. Julie Morrison
Sarah Moskowitz

$250 - $499 cont.

$100 - $249

$250 - $499
Kevin & Linda O'Neill
Ian Padovan
Ellen Partridge
Rep. Abdelnasser Rashid
Andrew Rehn
Jane Ruby
Commissioner Mony Ruiz-Velasco & Denise Poloyac
Kathryn Schummer
Preeti Shankar
Cary Shepherd
Ted Shieh
Ricca Slone
Rebecca Stanfield
Matt Stedl
Karleen Stern
Jillian Tackaberry
Benjamin Topp
Barbara Vasconcelos
Mary & James Vieregg
Karen Weigert

Craig Agger
Andy & Richard Amend
Jeffrey Antonio
Amy Antoniolli
Samson Awoyemi
Paul & Teri Baits
Jane Baldwin
Mary Barbezat
Amy & Marcello Bartucci
Karin Beil
Liz Bosarge
Sheila Bunting
Mark Burger
Michelle Carr
Harley & Jean Chapman
Lisa & Thomas Clay
Joe & Diane Collins
Jordan Craft
Avis Crasko
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2025 IECEF Donors

Karen Daiter
Dennis Dreher
Judith Erwin
Alex Farris
Bob & Judy Finn
Mary Gelder
Brian Gill
John Godawski
James Godshalk & Marjorie Lundy
Jane Goldenberg
Amalia Nieto Gomez
Sarah Graham
Cindy & Scott Grau
Jeanne & Tom Handy
Rachel Havrelock
Claire Herdeman
MeLena Hessel
Gary & Dixie Smith Jackson
Beverly Jaszczurowski
Jeannine Kannegiesser
Anthony Kempa
William Kenworthy
Chris & Elizabeth Kessler
Shefali Khanna
Wesley King
William Koehl
Chris Kozak
Mark Kraemer
Jan Kralovec
Daniel LaFave & Martha Lafave
Ann & Jeffrey Lee
Nels & Liz Leutwiler
Cathy Lieberman
Linda Linke
Linda Lipton
Penni Livingston
Shirin Maani
Ryan & Molly Mahoney
Kady McFadden & Michael Elliott
Angela Mizeur
Julie Moller
Kathy Moore
Tom & Cecilia Murphy

$100 - $249 cont.$100 - $249
Chip Nazmi
Karen O'Hayer
Jeff & Linda O'Kelley
Michael Ondek
Jen Packheiser
Don & Susan Panozzo
Eleanor Prince
Hendrica & Peter Regez
Bruce & Rita Jean Renwick
Jenna Rethman
Marise Robbins-Forbes
Dave Rosales
Paul & Verlyn Rosenberger
Barbara Roy
Lauren Rynders
Michael Rzeznik
Mary Cora Sangree-Calabrese
Nicole Saulsberry
Nancy & Randy Schietzelt
Barbara Schmidt-Bailey
Macey Schondel
Dawn Schubert & Eric Shubert
Jimmy Seidita
Jim Seiler
Valerie Sivicek
Natasha Smith-Walker
Tim Sonder
Vicky Sroczynski
Sandra Stanley
Jonathan Stauffer
Matthew Steffen
Brian Urbaszewski
Sara Walker
Jessie Waller
Richard Waple
David & Jacoba Ward
Lauren Worsek
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2025 Environmental Leadership Dinner
Sponsors

Allen & Carolyn Grosboll
Alliance for the Great Lakes
Amazon
Angela Foster-Rice
ANS Geo
Audubon Great Lakes
Bank of Springfield
BNSF Railway
Brita
Callahan Family Foundation
Canadian Pacific Kansas City
Cascade Strategic
Chicago Zoological Society
Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd.
Clean Energy Counsel
Climate Action Museum
The Climate Reality Project: Chicago Metro Chapter
The Clover Group
The Coalition for Plastic Reduction
The Conservation Fund
Rick & Perri Courtheoux
Cultivate Power
Earthjustice
EDP Renewables
Electric Movement
Elevate
Environmental Defense Fund
Environmental Law & Policy Center
Evergreen Climate Innovations
Faith in Place
Forest Preserve District of DuPage County
Google
Greenomix
Howard Learner & Lauren Rosenthal
Illinois Audubon Society
Illinois Clinicians for Climate Action
Illinois Democratic County Chairs' Association
Illinois State Treasurer Michael W. Frerichs
Indiana, Illinois, Iowa Foundation for Fair Contracting
Invenergy
JAQ
Joyce Foundation
Jupiter Power

Karen May
Kelly Mazeski
League of Conservation Voters
Lincoln Park Zoo
McFadden Strategies
The Morton Arboretum
Natural Resources Defense Council
The Nature Conservancy
Nekritz Amdor Andersson Group
Nexamp
NextEra Energy
Openlands
Pepper Energy
Governor JB Pritzker
Respiratory Health Association
Scout Motors
Shedd Aquarium
Sierra Club of Illinois
Sony Honda Mobility
Soo Green HVDC Link
Sopraffina Marketcaffe
SunRun
Theresa Treacy & Michael Wiant
Trajectory Energy
Troxell
Union of Concerned Scientists
United Airlines
University of Illinois Chicago - Energy Resources

Center
Vote Solar
Waste Management
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2025 IEC and IECEF Affiliate Members

Alliance for the Great Lakes
Brookfield Zoo Chicago
Citizens Utility Board
The Conservation Fund
Elevate
Environmental Defense Fund
Environmental Law & Policy Center
Faith in Place
Illinois Audubon Society
Illinois Solar Energy Association
Lincoln Park Zoo
Metropolitan Planning Council
Morton Arboretum
Natural Resources Defense Council
The Nature Conservancy
Ocean Conservancy
Openlands
Prairie Rivers Network
Respiratory Health Association
Shedd Aquarium
Sierra Club Illinois Chapter
Union of Concerned Scientists
Vote Solar

350 Chicago
Audubon Great Lakes
Better Streets Chicago
Chicago Food Policy Action Council
The Conservation Foundation
Clean Energy Jobs and Justice Fund
Current Water
Delta Institute
Earthjustice
Eco-Justice Collaborative
Environment Illinois
The Field Museum
Forest Preserve District of DuPage County
Forest Preserves of Cook County
Greenlight America
Illinois Green Alliance
Illinois PIRG

Influencing Affiliates cont.

Supporting

Lead Affiliates

Influencing Affiliates

Illinois Stewardship Alliance
Izaak Walton League of America, Illinois Division
Little Village Environmental Justice Organization
Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance
SCARCE
The Wetlands Initiative
Warehouse Workers for Justice

350 Kishwaukee
47th Ward Green Council
A Just Harvest
Active Transportation Alliance
Advocates for Urban Agriculture
AFGE Local 704
Alliance for Water Efficiency
Alliance of the Southeast
American Rivers
Barrington Area Council of Governments
Bird Conservation Network
Black Oaks Foundation
Blacks in Green
Breast Cancer Prevention Partners
Bridgeport Alliance
Bridgeport Environmentalists
Brushwood Center at Ryerson Woods
C.A.R.E.S. (Community Awareness Response

Encouraging Sustainability)
Carbondale Interfaith Council
Center for Neighborhood Technology
The Center For Empowerment and Justice
Champaign County Audubon Society
Champaign County Forest Preserve District
Chi-Nations Youth Council
Chicago Area Peace Action Climate Group
Chicago Bird Alliance
Chicago Environmentalists
Chicago Muslims Green Team
Chicago Recycling Coalition
Chicago Sustainability Task Force
Citizens for Conservation, Inc.
Clean Power Lake County
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2025 IEC and IECEF Affiliate Members

Clifftop
Climate Action Evanston
Climate Cabinet Action
Climate Reality Project
Community Development Corporation of Pembroke

Hopkins Park
Eco.Logic
Ecology Action Center
Edgewater Environmental Coalition
Empire 13
Environmental Defenders of McHenry County
Environmental Education Association of Illinois
Equiticity
Equity Legal Services
Evanston North Shore Bird Club
Friends of Illinois Nature Preserves
Friends of the Chicago River
Friends of the Forest Preserves
Friends of the Parks
Garfield Park Community Council
Go Green Barrington
Go Green Highland Park
Go Green Illinois
Go Green Northbrook
Go Green Vernon Hills & Lincolnshire
Go Green Wilmette
Go Green Winnetka
Grand Prairie Friends
Greater Highland Area Concerned Citizens
Green Minds LFLB
GreenLatinos
Greenleaf Communities
Healthy Schools Campaign
HeartLands Conservancy
I AM ABLE Center for Family Development Inc.
IH RISE
Illinois Beaver Alliance
Illinois Clinicians For Climate Action
Illinois Council of Trout Unlimited
Illinois Environmental Health Association
Illinois Food Scrap & Composting Coalition
Illinois Forestry Association
Illinois Hemp Growers Association

Supporting cont.Supporting cont.
Illinois Lake Management Association
Illinois Native Plant Society
Illinois People's Action
Illinois Product Stewardship Council
Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation
Jobs to Move America
Jubilee Farms
Lake County Forest Preserve District
The Land Connection
League of Women Voters of Chicago
Macon County Community Environmental

Council
McHenry County Conservation District
Metro East Green Alliance
National Great Rivers Research and Education

Center
National Parks Conservation Association
National Wildlife Federation - Great Lakes

Regional Center
Natural Land Institute
Northwest Illinois Bird and Nature Alliance
One Earth Collective
Parents United for Change-East St. Louis
People for Community Recovery
PeopleForBikes
Pilsen Neighbors Community Council
Plant Chicago
Prairie State Conservation Coalition
Rebel Bells Collective
Reduce Waste Chicago
Ride Illinois
Sangamon Valley Sierra Club
Savanna Institute
Save Our Illinois Land
Seven Generations Ahead
Severson Dells Nature Center
Sierra Club, Kaskaskia Group
Sierra Club, Prairie Group
Sierra Club, Sauk Calumet Group
Solid Waste Agency of Lake County
Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County
Southeast Environmental Task Force
Southern Illinois Audubon Society
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2025 IEC and IECEF Affiliate Members

Southern Illinoisans Against Fracturing our Environment
Southsiders Organized for Unity and Liberation
Southwest Collective
Southwest Environmental Alliance
Students for Environmental Concerns
Sunrise DeKalb
Sunrise North Shore
Sustain Rockford
Sustainable Springfield
Teens Against Killing Everywhere
Third Act Illinois
Trees Forever
United Congregations of Metro East
United Neighbors of the 10th Ward
Urban Growers Collective
Urban Rivers
Wild Ones of Greater Kane County
Women For Change - Unity In The Community

Supporting cont.
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2025 IEC Individual Members

Dorelle Ackermann
Litsa Adamov
Shirley Adams
Craig Agger
Bill & Kay Ahaus
Mary Ahnen
Rebekah Ahrens
John Ailey
Natalie & John Albers
Charna Albert
John Allen
Susan Allen
Samantha Alvarado
Dominic Amato
Andrea Amend
John Andersen
Alan Anderson
Steven & Nanette Andersson
Sharron Andresen
Hiba Anjum
Amy Antoniolli
Joseph Appell
Kent Argenta
Norbie Ann Arias
Jack Armstrong
Dan Ashurst
Susan Avila
Robert Bacon
Marilyn Baird
Peter & Kristine Baldo
Mary Barbezat
James Barr
Mary Sue Barrett
Richard & Joanne Barsanti
Jill Bartelt
Andrze Bartke
John Bartok
Amy Bartucci
Anne Basten
Rebecca Bauter
Alexandria Beauchamp
John Becker
Julia Bell
Catherine Bellario
Christopher Benda

Viv Bennett
Carolynn & Sam Benninghoff
Tiana Benway
Alyssa Berman-Cutler
Marcia Bernstein
Tammy Besser
Catherine Biagioli
Julia Bianconi
Libia Bianibi
Stephanie Bilenko
Anna Binstein
Mary Blackmore
Kathleen & William Blair
James Bland
Joyce Blumenshine
Beth Boghossian
Liz Bosarge
Jan Boudart
Maggie Bowman
Jeff Boyle
Marlo Boyle
Cara Braasch
Vincenza Brancato
Alice Brandon
Laurie Braun
Richard Breckenridge
John Bredin
Brad Breems
Becky Brodsky
Lisa Bronson
Sarah Brotherton
Caitlin Brown
Michelle Brown
Sheila Brown
Maggie Bruns
Sarah Buchhorn
Faith Bugel
Clark Bullard
Ellyn Bullock
Mike Bullock
Laurie Bunkers
Joy Bunton
Sally Burgess
Susan Burt
Arthur Burton
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2025 IEC Individual Members

Clare Butterfield
Helen Cameron
Carolyn Campbell
Kathleen Campbell
Angelo Capparella
Debra Carey
Cecilia Carman
Jacki Carmichael
Brianne Carpenter
Sally Carton
Mitch Cave
Marc Celani
Susan Cerny
Monesh Chabria
Mary Chase-Ziolek
Elizabeth Chato
Bill Chin
Rik & Julie Chomko
Peter Chung
Christopher Chwedyk
Patricia Clancy
Abigail Clark
Jackie Clawson
Thomas Clemens
Jane Cogie
Linc Cohen
Steven Cohn
Thomas Coleman
Jessica Collingsworth
David Cook
Barbara Cooper
Rep. Terra Costa Howard
Richard Courtheoux
Ron Cox
Gary Cozette
Evan Craig
Karen Crawford
Larry Creekmur
Manya Crippen
Rebecca Croteau
Jesska Cvijanovic
Andie Daglas
Brendan Dailey
Karen Daiter
William Dallas

Donnie & Jackie Dann
Laura Davis
Brian Deal
Jim & Mary Ellen DeClue
Allan Delphi
Laura Derks
Danielle Devine
Michael & Louella DeVries
Paul Dickerson
Pat Dieckhoff
Dan DiMeo
Amy Doll
Meryl Domina
Arlene Doran
Eileen Dordek
Olivia Dorothy
Randall Doubet-King
John Dowse
Alison Dreith
Kevin Drewyer
Angela Drexel
Theresa Driscoll
Elliott Dudnik
Joy Duerr
Carol Dunaway
Chis & Beth Dunn
Dave & Dianda Easter
Jane Easterly
Don Ecklund
Sallie Eggers
Arthur & Aaron Elstein
Kathy Engert
Judith Erwin
Alondra Estrada
Diane Fager
James Fallaw
Douglas Farr
Cora Fedesna
Tressa Feher
Marirose Ferrara
Sen. Laura Fine
Barry Finkel
David Finkel
Robert Finn
Michael Firman
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2025 IEC Individual Members

Audrey Fischer
Andrew Fisher
Bob Fisher
Sam Fishman
Barbara Fitzsimons
Win Flint
Karen Fonte
Tracy & Rick Fox
Catherine Franczyk
John & Kathryn Franke
John Freitag
Julia Friedman
Marjorie Fritz-Birch
Jay & Jennifer Futterman
Glenn Gabanski
Katherine Gage
Bonnie Gahris
Jeff Gahris
Beth & James Galbreath
Mike Gallagher
Jerri Garl
Susan Garrett
Linda Gaska
Kiera Gavin
George Gayle
Sharon Geil
Martha George
Don Gervais
Shauna Gholston
Tom Giesler
Janice Gintzler
Diane Gioe
Tanner & Suellen Girard
Christine Glaser
Karen Glennemeier
Sarah Gold
Chris Golden
Jane Goldenberg
Gordon Goodman
Martha Gorman
Peter Gorr
Sarah Graham
Sheridan Gray
Eric Green
Jeff Green

Wendy Greenhouse
Dale Griffin
Krista Grimm
Mary Griswold
Mary Grose
Randy Gunn
Audrie & Robert Haag
Cynthianna Hahn
Jeff Hake
Steven Hall
Nancy Halliday
Deborah Halpern
Brad Hanzel
Nancy Hardy
Given Harper
Emily Harris
Zachary Harris
Sara Hawes
Jeffrey Hedrich
Susan Helmink
Henry Henderson
Mike & Virginia Henebry
Alice Henry
Kaila Hernandez
John Herrmann
MeLena Hessel
Barbara Hill
Joy Hinz-Elges
Don Hittle
Brian Holcomb
Nancy Holda
Beth Holland
Amy Hollands
David Holloway
Kirsten Holston
Linda Horn
Bob Hostettler
James Hudson
Stephen Hudson
Maureen Huey
Larry Hughes
Gary Hughey
Tae Won Hur
Sharif Husseini
Jean Ives
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2025 IEC Individual Members

Kristin Izenstark
Jake Jablonski
Claudia Jackson
Bert Jacobson
Jim Jepsen
Kim Johnsen
Christopher Johnson
Mark & Christine Johnson
Stephen Johnson
James Johnston
Bob Jorgensen
Leah Jorn
Jean Judson
Ben Julian
Ernest Kaminski
John Kamysz
Karen Kane
Jeannine Kannegiesser
Cynthia Kanner
Gary Kanner
Sandra & David Kaptain
Mary Kaufman
Kim Kaulas
John Kavalunas
Marta Keane
Jeffrey Keho
Nancy Keller
Lorraine Kells
Jack Kelly
Walt Kelly
Ruth Kerzee
Seema Keshav
Chris Kessler
Karen Kessler
William Kessler
John Kett
Kathleen Kilbane
Amber Kim
Andrew Kimmel
Claire King
Wesley King
Colleen Kingsbury
Todd Kinney
Nance Klehm
Bernadette Knight

Sara Knizhnik
Michelle Knox
Ron Kochman
Michael Koehler
David Kolata
Janet Korsmeyer
Jean Korte
Mark Kraemer
Jolie Krasinski
Brinda Krishnan
Kevin Kuhn
Liz Kunkle
Daniel Kuruna
Diane Kuzma
Michael LaBarbera
Sakar Lamichhane
Sandra Lampo
Sue Lannin & Albert Ettinger
John Lardner
James Larson
Larry Larson
Virginia Laszewski
Sheri Latash
Pat Lawlor
Tom Layden
Ann Lee
Joey Lee
Ann Legg
Kerry Leigh
Rachel Lerner Rosenberg
Stuart Levy
Karen Lewis
Megan Lewis
Robert Lewis
Laura Lewis-Barr
Belinda Li
Susan Lincke
Allan Lindrup
Margaret Lindsay
Linda Linke
Cynthia Linton
Allison Lipsman
Penni Livingston
Hannah Lloyd
Michael Longo
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2025 IEC Individual Members

Mary Lovelock
Mary Luecke
Rance Lumsden
Kenton Machina
Jordan Maclay
Mary Maclay
Patrick MacRoy
Andrea Maertens-Pizzo
Christine Main
David Main
Carrie Malfeo
Delaney Malloy
Rachel Mandelbaum
James Mann
Bob Maras
Jim Marek
Hilary Marsh
Laurie Marston
Cassandra Martynow
Kathy Mason
Mary Alice Masonick
Ashley Maybanks
Nancy Maze
Kelly & Conrad Mazeski
Sandra McAvoy
Douglas McCarty
Holly McDonald
Janet McDonnell
Barbara McKasson
Kevin McKee
Kay & Greg McKeen
Anne McKibbin
Jeffrey Mengler
Frank Merritt
Rob Milburn
Mark Milby
Michael Millenson
Sarah Miller
TW Miller
Vera Miller
Angela Mizeur
Rep. Moeller Moeller
Barbara & Ronald Moline
Julie Moller
Timothy Montague

Gretchen Monti
Andrea Moore
Ronald Moore
Nancy Mores
Vaughn Morrison
Amy Morton
Lou Mule
Tessa Murray
Benjamin Nagy
Rosemary Naseef
Katie Nathenson
Ruben Nazario
Robert Needleman
Margaret Nelson
Ty & Deb Newell
Barry & Deborah Newman
Abigail Nichols & Carl Nelson
Elizabeth Nishiura
Gregory Norris
David Novak
Lois Nowak
Ashton Nunn
Carter O'Brien
Roslyn O'Conner
Neal O'Hara
Jason O'Malley
Kevin & Linda O'Neill
Delores Odell-McCollum
Kevin Ogorzalek
Michael Ondek
Toni Oplt
Christine Orders
Luis Ortega
Maty Ortega Cruz
Margaret Ovitt
Douglas Ower
Stephen Packard
Jennifer Packheiser
Charles Paidock
Jackie Paine
Neil Panega
Andrew & Patricia Panelli
Ellen Partridge
Debbie Pastors
Jason Patel
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Nilisha Patel
Christine Patterson
Jerry Paulson
Jenna Pawlicki
Suzanne Pearson
Paul Pecha
James Pelinski
Marion Perkins
Robert Petersen
Susan Peterson
Carolyn Petrakis
Mindy Pheiffer
Juliana Pino
Wain Politsch
Julie Prandi
Eleanor Prince
Dorcy Prosser
Tom Prost
Sheila Quinn
Trish Quintenz
Kevin Rademacher
Ellen Raimondi
Mythreyi Rajasingham
Homer & Janice Rashid
Hendrica Regez
Harvey Rehal
James Reid
Edward Reiff
Peggy Reins
Gary Rejsek
Connie Requarth
Jenna Rethman
Wayne & Marlene Rethman
Emily Reusswig
Libby Reuter
Alan Rider
Ann Ridge
Garrison Riegel
James & Susan Riffer
Sava Ristanovic
Rep. Rita Rita
Leah Robinson
Janice Rodgers
John Rogner
Essi Ronkko

Elisabeth Rose
Paul & Verlyn Rosenberger
Amy Rosenthal
Rachel Rosner
Elliot Rossen
Robert Rowe
Patty Ruback
Liz Rupel
Kathy Ryg
Julianne Sacco
Maria Sadowski
Howard Salk
Eric Samore
Linda Sanchez
Jeffrey Sanders
Lissa Sangree-Calabrese
Joe Santoro
Henrietta Saunders
David Scheibelhut
Nancy Schietzelt
Randy & Nancy Schietzelt
Julianne Schmidt
Liz Schmittgens
Joy Schochet
Paula Scholl
Dawn Schubert
Kathryn Schummer
Tania Schusler
Catharine Schutzius
Adam Schwartz
Marilyn Schweitzer
Michelle Scott
Virginia Scott
Casey Sebetto
Cynthia Segura
Mary Lu Seidel
Jerry Seidenfeld
Jil Sellers
Steven Serikaku
Tarik Shahzad
Kathy Shannon
Princess Shaw
Kaelyn Sheehan
Jeff Shelden
Cindy Shepherd
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David Sherwood
Debra Shore
Jack & Terryl Shouba
Cynthia Sibrel
Renee Sichlau
Seemi Siddiqui
Dave Simmons
Steven Simpson-Black
Deb Singleton
Valerie Sivicek
Mike Skreiner
Cindy Skrukrud & Thomas von Geldern
Jeff Slepak
Ricca Slone
Adair Small
James & Linda Smedinghoff
Curt Smith
Ellen Smith
Kristy Smith
Pamela Smith
Suzanne Smith
Teresa Smith
Thomas Smith
Steven Sondheim
Art Spooner
Sara Spoonheim Amit
Greg Spyreas
Sandra Stanley
Robert Stanton
Matthew Steffen
Topper & Carol Steinman
Nat Steinsultz
Guy & Edith Sternberg
Sharon Stolz
Deborah Stone
Kim Stone
Barbara Stout
Richard Stuckey
Linda Sullivan
Patricia Sullivan
Eileen Sutter
Rick Swanson
Janet Swenson
John Swenson
Michael Swier

Robert & Diane Szafoni
Vicki Szech
Raymond Szumal
Kaity Szymborski
Jillian Tackaberry
Melissa Tate
Ryan Tate
Katherine Tellock
Mark Templeton
Susan & Michael Terronez
Mary Ellen Thielemann
Pruthvi Prakash Thogaram
David Thomas
Elizabeth Thomas
Shamus Thornton
Kate Tomford
Rachel Tompkins
Daniel & Jennifer Touchette
Cynthia Tripp
Ashley Truong
George Tully
Tricia Van Eck
Betsy Vandercook
Stephanie Vanderweide
Eberhard Veit
Wendy Vernon
John & Jamie Viebach
Mary & James Vieregg
Louise Voegtle
Sonia Vogl
Patricia Vogtman
Helen Von Den Steinen
Jan Von Qualen
Elizabeth Wallace
Pat Walter
Jason Walters
Rick Walters
Aaron Wang
David Ward
Mary Warren
Charles Wasserburg
Karen Waters
Jeffrey Watters
Linda Waycie
David Weaver
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Robin Weaver
Leroy Wehrle
Dan Weinberg
Sharon Welch
Jack Westwood
Benjamin Whipple
Anne White
Kit White
David & Sandra Whitmore
Jack Whitney
Theresa Treacy & Michael Wiant
Thomas Wickland
Prudence Widlak
David Wilcox
Tucker Wildes
Skylar Wilke
Lisa Willis
Teresa Wilmot
Mary Wilson
Margo Wilwerding
Karen Witter
Deborah Wolen
Steve Wolf
Paula Woods
Christopher Worth
Virginia Woulfe-Beile
Christine Wynn
Julie Zaideman
Kim Zalent
Jerrold Zar
Cortney Zaret
Susan Zavoskey
Laura Zeller
Susan Zingle
Mike Ziri
Adelaide Zwick
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	n the night of October 30th, climate advocates celebrated a decisive win for our state’s climate. The Clean and Reliable Grid Affordability (CRGA) Act passed with a vote of 70-37 in the House and 37-22 in the Senate. Not since the Illinois General Assembly passed the Climate and Equitable Jobs Act four years ago has the nation seen such a strong demonstration of climate action out of a state general assembly. CRGA is a promise to Illinoisans and our climate that we can, and will, accelerate our climate goals and take steps to make energy more affordable for everyone.
	“The passage of the Clean and Reliable Grid Affordability Act marks the biggest climate action by any state since the Trump administration rolled back the Inflation Reduction Act,” said IEC Chief Executive Officer Jen Walling. This act further cements Illinois’ legacy as a national leader on climate.
	IEC was proud to play an integral role in the passage of this significant legislation, from direct lobbying to leading educational and advocacy communications strategy that generated or contributed to over 86 news clips to driving over 4,500 messages to legislators’ offices to hosting three climate lobby days bringing over 1,000 dedicated Illinoisans to the State Capitol to organizing and participating in 12 related educational events.
	Then, in the early morning of October 31, a second massive climate package passed. Illinois history was made.
	Following months of negotiations—and mere hours after the passage of CRGA, the Illinois General Assembly passed the Northern Illinois Transit Authority (NITA) Act. This act addresses air and climate pollution in Illinois’ transportation sector by reforming and investing $1.5 billion in public transit.
	The transportation sector is our state’s largest source of greenhouse gas emissions.
	IEC Legislative Relations Director Dany Robles said, “Thanks to the leadership of the Governor’s Office, State Senator Ram Villivalam, and State Representative Eva-Dina Delgado, among other climate leaders in the General Assembly, Illinoisans will move across the region more safely, reliably, and affordably, and the state will continue to move forward on its climate goals.”
	Dany was a campaign co-coordinator, playing a key role in activating and aligning advocates, setting strategy, and conducting direct lobbying. Others on our team led educational and advocacy communications strategies that generated or contributed to over 52 news clips, mobilized over 4,000 constituent messages into legislator offices, hosted or participated in more than 10
	educational and advocacy events about the need for clean and equitable transportation, and organized direct outreach to thousands of impacted riders.
	Our partners in the Illinois Clean Jobs Coalition deserve tremendous praise for the breadth of industry expertise they brought to the negotiations for both climate packages, CRGA and NITA.
	At IEC, we’re proud of our staff’s commitment to the spirit of collaboration and their work guiding our movement to these victories every step of the way.
	The Illinois legislature decisively rejected the anti-climate and anti-environmental justice policies touted by our federal government in large part because IEC has been laser-focused on building an informed and mobilized climate majority in the Illinois General Assembly. While the federal government repeals climate policies and the Trump administration rejects DEI initiatives and policies grounded in equity, Illinois is passing policies that prioritize accessibility and economic vitality for all Illinoisans.

	The passage of the Clean and Reliable Grid Affordability Act marks the biggest climate action by any state since the Trump administration rolled back the Inflation Reduction Act.
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	In 2025, IEC hosted 26 free educational events—in-person, virtual, and hybrid—with a cumulative total of 1,843 registrants. Some of the most popular events were:



