EVERGREEN MISSION

=

1A

i

SCORECARD

‘g "/
7

1
AL

'ENVIRONMENTAL

\
s



100% RATING

ENVIRONMENTAL SCORECARD

SENATORS

Cristina Castro
Javier L. Cervantes
Bill Cunningham
Mary Edly-Allen
Laura Ellman
Paul Faraci

Sara Feigenholtz
Graciela Guzman
Michael W. Halpin
Don Harmon
Adriane Johnson
David Koehler
Robert F. Martwick
Laura M. Murphy
Robert Peters
Mike Porfirio
Willie Preston
Mike Simmons
Elgie R. Sims, Jr.
Steve Stadelman
Rachel Ventura
Karina Villa
Celina Villanueva
Ram Villivalam
Mark L. Walker

REPRESENTATIVES

Carol Ammons
Jaime Andrade
Diane Blair-Sherlock
Kam Buckner

Mary Beth Canty
Kelly M. Cassidy
Terra Costa Howard
Margaret Croke
Eva-Dina Delgado
Marti Deuter

Daniel Didech
Kimberly du Buclet
Laura Faver Dias
Robyn Gabel
Jennifer Gong-Gershowitz
Edgar Gonzalez, Jr.
Nicolle Grasse

Will Guzzardi

Sonya M. Harper
Hoan Huynh

Lilian Jiménez

Tracy Katz Muhl
Stephanie A. Kifowit
Lindsey LaPointe
Theresa Mah

Joyce Mason

Debbie Meyers-Martin
Anna Moeller

Bob Morgan

Martin J. Moylan
Michelle Mussman
Suzanne M. Ness
Kevin John Olickal
Abdelnasser Rashid
Anne Stava-Murray
Nabeela Syed
Emanuel "Chris" Welch
Ann M. Williams
Janet Yang Rohr



VIRONMENTAL SCORECARD é






YIEC

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY, EVERGREEN MISSION

Dear Supporter,

In 1975, 50 years ago, a group of determined environmental activists saw the need for a
unified voice at the State Capitol to hold the lllinois General Assembly accountable for their
votes on environmental legislative policy. The lllinois Environmental Council (IEC) was born
out of that need. We've spent the five decades since serving as the convener, agenda-setter,
and leading voice of lllinois' environmental movement in Springfield.

There is no better measure of our success or your legislators’ environmental voting record
than IEC’s annual Environmental Scorecard. Our scorecard is a key piece of our theory of change—holding
decision-makers accountable for their use of power. It's also our longest-running legacy resource, widely
available and free of charge in service to our mission and everyone across our state. We've been
publishing it for decades, and there is no other accounting of legislators’ environmental record like it
anywhere else in lllinois.

Use our scorecard to evaluate whether your legislators have used their power in the General Assembly
to protect you, plants, animals, and our environment, or to aid big polluters and dirty fossil fuel special
interests. In fact, during this Spring’s regular legislative session, we saw a significant uptick in fossil fuel
opyposition, including national groups like the American Petroleum Institute, funded by the Koch brothers.

That's because we are doing all the right things to grow our power and position ourselves for even greater
fights ahead as we threaten their antiquated business models with environmental policies that the people
of lllinois deserve. That also means legislators and decision-makers in state government will have to be
braver, bolder champions for our environment. We are holding them accountable to that standard here
in this Environmental Scorecard.

As you dive into the scorecard, here's an overview of what you'll find. We're still seeing our power grow
year over year—over 50 percent of sitting State Senators and State House Representatives have a lifetime
score greater than 90 percent. That's grown by nearly 10 percent since we published lifetime scores five
years ago in 2020. This year, 33 percent of sitting State House Representatives scored a perfect 100
percent voting record this session. In the Senate, 41 percent of State Senators scored a perfect 100 percent.
That's 36 percent of the entire body with a perfect voting record this year.

We remain proud of this number, but it also demonstrates where we see room for growth. Building power
in the Senate has become increasingly important in our legislative strategy. Overall, this year's scorecard
tells the story of the growing power of our environmental movement in lllinois. Still, some of our priorities
will have to wait for the veto legislative session later in the year or the Spring session of 2026. For a more
detailed look at lllinois” environmental policy victories this session, check out our 2025 Legislative Report on
our website at wwwe.ilenviro.org/legreport25.

- T

Jennifer Walling
Executive Director, llinois Environmental Council



EXPLANATION OF SCORING

For each bill, IEC evaluates legislators on whether they voted for the pro-environment position (“+”) on each bill scored or against it
(“-). For bills that the environmental community supports, a YES vote is a “+” and a NO vote is a “-”. For bills we opposed, a NO
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vote is a “+” and a YES vote is a “-”. We then tally those votes and calculate an overall score. For instance, we'd give a 60% score to

someone who voted YES on six pro-environment bills and NO on four pro-environment bills.

The only votes not counted are those when a legislator had an excused absence (noted in the chart as “A” or "E"), which generally
meant that the legislator was not in Springfield on that day due to an illness or other unexpected, excused circumstances. We score
legislators who had absences according to the other votes they did cast.

Two other voting possibilities are included. Occasionally, a legislator may vote “Present,” which is essentially an abstention. We
typically count these votes as a no vote because the impact on the bill’s potential to pass is the same as if that legislator had voted
no. These are shown in the voting chart as “P” and counted the same as a “+” when they support the pro-environment position, and
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shown as “p” and counted as “-” when they hurt the pro-environment position.
Similarly, when a legislator is present in Springfield but fails to vote on a bill, we count it as a “no” vote on the bill. This is noted in
the chart as “NV” and counted the same as a “+” when this action supports the pro-environment position. It is noted as “nv” and
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counted as “-” when it does not support the pro-environment position.

Legislators have many reasons for voting “Present” or for not voting at all. They may vote “Present” because of a philosophical conflict on the
issue or simply because they don't want to commit publicly one way or the other. They may miss a vote because they were in an important
meeting, were in the restroom at the time of the vote, or were at their desk but decided not to vote. Regardless of the reason, these actions sig-

nificantly affect whether or not a bill passes. Therefore, it is appropriate to hold legislators accountable for their actions, whatever they may be.




ABOUT THE BILLS IN THE 2025 ENVIRONMENTAL SCORECARD

HB1600: “SKIP THE STUFF” PLASTIC REDUCTION - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Gong-Gershowitz/Edly-Allen

* TO BE CONTINUED...This bill would reduce unnecessary single-use plastics throughout the state of Illinois by requiring restaurants
to only provide single-use plastic utensils upon request of the customer.

* HB1600 passed the House by a vote of 75-39-0 and stalled in the Senate.

HB1605: INDIGENOUS PEOPLES' CONSERVATION RIGHTS ACT - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Gordon-Booth/Walker

* Adds federally recognized Native American tribes to the list of entities that can hold a conservation easement.
* HB1605 passed the House by a vote of 97-17-0 and the Senate by 54-3-0.

HB1699: INCREASING WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT JOBS - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Avelar/Ellman

* Ensures we have safe water by increasing job training opportunities for individuals to become certified wastewater operators.
* HB1699 passed the House by a vote of 75-39-4 and the Senate by 55-3-0.

HB2196: EXPANDING PROCESSING FOR FARMERS - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Meier/S. Turner

* Brings Illinois’ on-farm poultry processing rules closer in line with federal and neighboring states by increasing the number of poultry
from 5,000 to 7,500 birds annually that farmers are allowed to safely process. This is an important step in expanding options for small,
new, and beginning farmers while also boosting local economies.

* HHB2196 passed the House by a vote of 115-0-0 and the Senate by 58-0-0.




ABOUT THE BILLS IN THE 2025 ENVIRONMENTAL SCORECARD conmiuen

HB2391: IEPA WASTEWATER INDUSTRY USE - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Simmons/Katz Muhl

* Changes the Environmental Protection Act to allow treated municipal wastewater to be used for both irrigation and industrial purposes,
as long as it's done under a permit, in order to reduce pressure on freshwater resources.

* HB2391 passed the House by a vote of 113-0-0 and the Senate by 58-0-0.

HB2419: LOCAL SITING REVIEW - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Hirschauer/Villa

¢ This bill requires local governments to ensure that hearings for major trash facilities are accessible to individuals with disabilities and
non-native English speakers, and allows local governments to request a vehicle emission study.

* HB2419 passed the Senate by a vote of 37-19-0 and the House by 77-39-0.

HB2516: PFAS PRODUCT PHASE-OUT - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Rashid/Morrison

* Phases out the use of PFAS (per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances), aka “forever chemicals," in the manufacturing of children’s products,
cosmetics, intimate apparel such as sleepwear or underwear, menstrual products, and dental floss by 2032.

* HB2516 passed the House by a vote of 77-39-0 and the Senate by 45-9-5.

HB2726: REWILDING ILLINOIS - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Moeller/Ventura

* Defines the term “Rewilding” in state statute for the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) to use as a strategy for ecological
restoration.

* HB2726 passed the House by a vote of 75-37-0 and the Senate by 39-16-2.

HB3278: PLASTIC PELLETS - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Mason/Morrison
* TO BE CONTINUED... Ensures that plastic pellets, the raw product used to make most plastics, are defined as a pollutant to prevent

them from entering a waterway.

* HB3278 passed the House by a vote of 68-38-0 and stalled in the Senate.

HB3438: PUBLIC TRANSIT GOVERNANCE REFORM & FUNDING - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Villivalam

* TO BE CONTINUED... The Regional Transit Authority faces a $770 million fiscal cliff in 2026, and Illinois must pass legislation to fully
fund transportation. This bill funds the system while also reforming governance to improve public transit services across Northeast Illinois.

* HB3438 passed the Senate by a vote of 32 -22-0 and ran out of time for a vote in the House.

SB73: PREVENTING METALS IN BABY FOOD - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Fine & Morrison/Katz Muhl

* Bans the sale of baby food containing toxic heavy metals beyond FDA limits, ensuring that products remain free from environmental
contaminants harmful to children.

* SB73 passed the Senate by a vote of 57-0-0 and the House by 114-0-0.

SB1531: POLYSTYRENE FOAM PHASE-OUT - SUPPORT/COSPONSOR*

Sponsors: Fine/Gong-Gershowitz

* TO BE CONTINUED... Polystyrene foam foodware, which breaks up into small pieces but never fully breaks down, pollutes land,
water, and air. This compromise bill would phase out the distribution of all foam foodware beginning in 2030.

* SB1531 passed the Senate by a vote of 32-22-5 and stalled in the House. *We are scoring House cosponsorship of this bill.



SB1723: MAHOMET AQUIFER - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Ammons/Faraci

* In 2024, Illinois passed nation-leading legislation to regulate Carbon Capture and Sequestration, but the Mahomet Aquifer, which
supplies clean water to nearly one million people throughout Central Illinois, was originally left unprotected. This bill extended that
legislation to protect the sole-source aquifer and public drinking water from proposed carbon injection well projects.

* SB1723 passed the Senate by a vote of 55-0-0 and the House by 91-19-0.

SB1859: CLIMATE DISPLACEMENT ACT - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Guzmdn/Guzzardi
* In a bold commitment to proactive, people-centered climate policy, this bill establishes Illinois’ first Climate Displacement Task Force.
A landmark step toward preparing our state for the human impacts of climate change, we are especially proud that environmental
justice (EJ) and community voices were prioritized, with representation from immigrant rights groups, labor, housing advocates, and
EJ organizations built into the Task Force.

* SB1859 passed the Senate by a vote of 40-16-3 and the House by 71-38-0.

SB2285: VEH CD-BICYCLE DEFINITION - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Simmons/Jiménez

* Changes the definition of a bicycle to account for low-speed electric bicycles to ensure that Illinois legislation has clear guidance for
future laws.

* SB2285 passed the Senate by a vote of 43-11-0 and the House by 76-38-0.

SB2466: OPEN SPACE LANDS ACQUISITION AND DEVELOPMENT (OSLAD) FUNDING - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Aquino/Evans

* Boosts grant funding for acquiring open space lands and supporting conservation projects in distressed communities and locations.
However, this fund was significantly swept in the FY26 budget.

* SB2466 passed the Senate by a vote of 55-0-0 and the House by 104-0-2.
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520 E Capitol
Springfield, IL 62701

www.ilenviro.org

Phone: 217-544-5954
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lec@ilenviro.org
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G @Illlinois Environmental Council
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The Environmental Scorecard is published by the Illinois
Environmental Council (IEC) for purposes of public
education. It provides a record and analysis of votes in the
Illinois General Assembly on a wide range of environmental
and conservation bills with the goal of creating a better-
informed populace.

No endorsement of any party, legislator, or political candidate
is implied in this scorecard or in any other publications
or activities of the Illinois Environmental Council. IEC
does not make financial contributions to any candidate or

political party.

Since 1975, the lllinois Environmental Council has
worked to safeguard Illinois—its people, its plants and
animals, and the natural systems on which all life depends

by building power for people and the environment.
Representing over 130 environmental organizations in

the state, IEC carries out its mission to advance equitable
public policies that create healthy environments across Illinois
through education, advocacy and movement building.



