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AIEC

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL

Dear Supporter,

We knew it would be challenging to pass significant pieces of our environmental agenda
this session going info an election year, especially given the expected budget deficit. Our
team at the lllinois Environmental Council and our partners across the state planned for
those factors, set our priorities accordingly, and worked with legislators o accomplish
everything possible in a year like this. I'm proud to say that, despite those challenges, our
movement took key policy steps forward this session, staging our path for even more
considerable successes in the near future.

Our progress was possible because we continue to do what we do best—build power for people and the
environment in lllinois. There is no better measure of our success or your legislators’ environmental voting
record than IEC’s annual Environmental Scorecard.

IEC's scorecard is a key piece of our theory of change—holding decision-makers accountable for their
use of power. In an election year, there is also no better way to evaluate whether your legislators have
used their power in the General Assembly to protect you, plants, animals, and our environment or to aid
big polluters and dirty fossil fuel special interests. Every voter in lllinois has a role in holding their legislators
accountable for their votes. We encourage you to consider their scores as you head into the voting booth
this November.

Outside of election season, you can use this information to build a relationship with your lawmakers and
urge them to always vote to support environmental issues. Each bill on this scorecard helps safeguard our
environment. We are grateful to the lawmakers who vote to protect the natural world every time and will
continue working with them toward an environmental majority that achieves even greater progress.

As you dive info the scorecard, here’s an overview of what you'll find. We've scored the entire legislature’s
voting record this year on over 30 bills impacting our environment. We're seeing our power grow year over
year—over 50 percent of sitting State House Representatives scored a perfect 100 percent voting record
this session. That's pretty remarkable, and it directly franslates to our success on the floor as environ-
mental bills come up for consideration.

In the Senate, 27 State Senators scored a perfect 100 percent. That's 45 percent of the entire body with a
perfect voting record this year. Again, this is a number we're proud of, but also demonstrates where we
see room for growth. Building power in the Senate has become increasingly important in our legislative
strategy.

Overall, this year's scorecard tells the story of the growing power of our environmental movement
in lllinois. Still, some of our priorities will have to wait for the veto legislative session later in the year or the
Spring session of 2025. The work always contfinues.

For a more detailed look at lllinois’ environmental policy victories this session, check out our 2024
Legislative Report on our website at www.ilenviro.org/legreport24. As always, thank you for your
dedication to keeping up with events at the state level and supporting IEC.

Jennifer Walling
Executive Director, lllinois Environmental Council



EXPLANATION OF SCORING

For each bill, IEC evaluates legislators on whether they voted with the pro-environment position (“+”) on the bill or against it (“-). For
bills that the environmental community supports, as is the case with all bills scored this year, a YES vote is a + and a NO vote is a -. We
then tally those votes and calculate an overall score. For instance, wed give a 60% score to someone who voted YES on six pro-environment
bills and NO on four pro-environment bills.

‘The only votes not counted are those when a legislator had an excused absence (noted in the chart as "E"), which generally meant that
the legislator was not in Springfield on that day due to an illness or other unexpected circumstances. We score legislators who had
absences according to the other votes they cast.

Two other voting possibilities are included. Occasionally, a legislator may vote “Present,” which is essentially an abstention. We typically
count these votes as a no vote because the impact on the bill’s potential to pass is the same as if that legislator had voted no. These are
shown in the voting chart as “P” and counted the same as a “+” when they help the pro-environment position and shown as “p” and
counted as “-” when they hurt.

Similarly, when a legislator is present in Springfield but fails to vote on a bill, we count it as a “no” vote on the bill. This is noted as “nv”
and counted as “-” when it does not support the pro-environment position.

Legislators have many reasons for voting “Present” or for not voting at all. They may vote “Present” because of a philosophical conflict
on the issue or simply because they don’t want to commit publicly one way or the other. They may miss a vote because they were in an
important meeting, were in the restroom at the time of the vote, or were at their desk but decided not to vote. Regardless of the reason,
these actions significantly affect whether or not a bill passes. Therefore, it is appropriate to hold legislators accountable for their actions,
whatever they may be. Lawmakers that have changed their vote on the record are indicated as +*.



ABOUT THE BILLS IN THE 2024 ENVIRONMENTAL SCORECARD

SB1289: CARBON CAPTURE & SEQUESTRATION REGULATIONS - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Sen. Fine / Rep. A. Williams

* Provides some of the nation’s strongest guardrails to protect our air, water, climate, and communities from the risks associated with each
stage of the carbon capture and sequestration (CCS) process. It includes an up to two-year moratorium on carbon pipelines and a ban
on using CCS for enhanced oil recovery.

* SB1289 passed the Senate by a vote of 43-12-2 and the House by 78-29-0.

SB2601: LANDLORD-TENANT FLOOD DISCLOSURE - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Sen. Porfirio / Rep. Rashid

* Before signing a lease agreement, landlords must notify tenants of a property’s flooding hazards. Climate change and development are
impacting new areas, disproportionately impacting low-income tenants.

* SB2601 passed the Senate by a vote of 57-1-0 and the House by 70-39-0.

SB2628: TRANSPORTATION FLOOD INSURANCE - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Sen. Koehler / Rep. Chung

* Requires any state agency development in a special flood hazard area to be floodproofed or to be located outside of a special flood hazard
area when feasible; encourages state agencies to use flood-related data to inform the location and design of future agency developments.

* SB2628 passed the Senate by a vote of 59-0-0 and the House by 113-0-0.

SB2743: WATER PLAN TASK FORCE ACT - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Sen. Ellman / Rep. A. Williams

* Establishes the State Water Plan Task Force to identify critical water issues and their solutions in the State Water Plan and to publish an
updated Plan at least every ten years; guides agency action, funding, and legislation related to water issues in Illinois.

* SB2743 passed the Senate by a vote of 55-0-0 and the House by 105-0-1.

SB2747: EXOTIC WEEDS - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Sen. Edly-Allen / Rep. B. Hernandez

* Allows the Department of Natural Resources to add invasive species to the Exotic Weed Act by rule instead of by statute, speeding up
the process to stop the spread of invasive species.

* SB2747 passed the Senate by a vote of 53-1-0 and the House by 107-6-0.

SB2781: FORESTS, WETLANDS, AND PRAIRIES GRANT PROGRAM - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Sen. Ventura / Rep. Huynh

* Creates a Forests, Wetlands, and Prairies Grant Program within IDNR to restore degraded lands and promote the growth of native
vegetation to help mitigate the impact of climate change.

* SB2781 passed the Senate by a vote of 57-2-0 and the House by 86-22-0.

SB2849: UNMANNED AIRCRAFT REGULATION - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Sen. Morrison / Rep. Rita
* Allows forest preserve districts to regulate recreational drone activity on their properties.
* SB2849 passed the Senate by a vote of 50-3-0 and the House by 109-0-0.

SB2876: LARGE EVENT FACILITY RECYCLING - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Sen. Villa / Rep. Tarver
* Requires facilities with a capacity of 3,500 or more people to participate in recycling and composting.
* SB2876 passed the Senate by a vote of 44-15-0 and the House by 76-36-1.

SB2930: NOT-FOR-PROFIT DEMOGRAPHICS - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Sen. Johnson / Rep. Gonzalez
* Enhances transparency and DEI efforts by requiring non-profits to report on the demographics of their board members and directors.
* SB2930 passed the Senate by a vote of 39-19-0 and the House by 72-39-1.

SB2960: SMALL PLASTIC BOTTLE ACT - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Sen. Fine / Rep. Buckner
* Reduces single-use plastic waste by preventing hotels from providing new mini toiletry bottles in guest spaces.
* SB2960 passed the Senate by a vote of 42-17-0 and the House by 73-40-0.

2024 ENVIRONMENTAL SCORECARD %



ABOUT THE BILLS IN THE 2024 ENVIRONMENTAL SCORECARD cominuen

SB3077: FOOD INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Sen. Koehler / Rep. Harper

* Creates a grant program under the Department of Agriculture to help fund the expansion of local food infrastructure for small to
medium-sized producers for things like food processing.

* SB3077 passed the Senate by a vote of 59-0-0 and the House by 109-0-0.

SB3165: RECYCLING NEEDS ASSESSMENT - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Sen. Kochler / Rep. Chung

e This trailer bill to the Statewide Recycling Needs Assessment Act (SB1555) includes more specific provisions to assist this important
assessment of recycling needs and manufacturer responsibility for packaging waste.

* SB3165 passed the Senate by a vote of 57-0-0 and the House by 101-0-0.

SB3202: BIKEWAY PLANNING ACT - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Sen. Toro / Rep. LaPointe

* Allows municipalities or counties to prepare a bicycle transportation report to identify the number of bike commuters, map land use
for the development of bikeways, and identify bike parking facilities, and connections to other transportation modes; includes a bike
safety education plan and discuss traffic law enforcement's responsibility for the area of the plan.

* SB3202 passed the Senate by a vote of 59-0-0 and the House by 92-13-2.

SB3219: GROCERY INITIATIVE GRANTS - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Sen. D. Turner / Rep. Harper

¢ Allows the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity to institute a grant program for upgrading equipment in farmer-owned
grocery stores and markets.

* SB3219 passed the Senate by a vote of 59-0-0 and the House by 111-0-0.

SB3342: PESTICIDE APPLICATION NOTICE - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Sen. McClure / Rep. Faver Dias
* Requires notice for pesticide applications when spraying on public right-of-ways.
* SB3342 passed the Senate by a vote of 54-4-0 and the House by 78-35-0.

SB3481: EPA BESS - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Sen. Feigenholtz / Rep. Moeller

* Allows for safer storage practices by requiring battery storage facilities to register with IEPA and for the Pollution Control Board to
create future rules for the operation of battery storage facilities.

* SB3481 passed the Senate by a vote of 44-15-0 and the House by 77-35-0.

SB3501: OUTDOOR LIGHTING CONTROL ACT - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Sen. Ellman / Rep. Costa Howard

* It minimizes light pollution that threatens wildlife by regulating the installation and replacement of outdoor lighting “units” on state
properties. It implements new requirements like fully shielded units, limited light trespass, and responsible lighting like dimming
controls and motion sensors.

* SB3501 passed the Senate by a vote of 54-0-0 and the House by 71-39-0.

SB3686: BATTERY STEWARDSHIP ACT - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Sen. Koehler / Rep. Chung

* Establishes an extended producer responsibility program for portable and medium-format batteries in Illinois; requires the battery
producer to bear the collection, transportation, and recycling of all battery chemistries and manage them through a battery stewardship
organization.

* SB3686 passed the Senate by a vote of 45-14-0 and the House by 77-35-0.

HB255: YOUTH CONSERVATION PROGRAM - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Mussman / Sen. Villa

* Creates the Youth and Young Adult Conservation Education Act, directing the IDNR to establish a Youth and Young Adult
Conservation Program to provide educational and employment opportunities to youth and young adults while furthering the
development and maintenance of the state's natural resources.

* HB255 passed the House by a vote of 115-0-0 and the Senate by 57-0-0.

HB2363: CLEAN LIGHTING - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Rep. Smith / Sen. Johnson
* Accelerates the phase-out of fluorescent bulbs to energy-efficient LED bulbs.
* HB2363 passed the House by a vote of 73-37-0 and the Senate by 37-19-0.



ABOUT THE BILLS IN THE 2024 ENVIRONMENTAL SCORECARD coinuep

HB3046: WATER REUSE - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Rep. A. Williams / Sen. Villivalam
* Allows IEPA to adopt rules to allow the reuse of treated effluent in activities like irrigation and manufacturing.
* HB3046 passed the House by a vote of 72-37-0 and the Senate by 39-15-0.

HBA4118: UTILITY TERMINATION GRACE PERIOD - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. West / Sen. Stadelman

* Prevents gas and electric companies from shutting off a resident’s primary source of heat or charging late fees for 75 days once the
resident shows they are pursuing grants or other resources to pay their gas or utility bill.

* HB4118 passed the House by a vote of 98-9-0 and the Senate by 58-0-0.

HB4141: ENERGY ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Syed / Sen. Villivalam

* Makes energy more affordable by removing the sunset provision that allows renters who are not the direct customers to receive direct
energy assistance payments from DCEO.

* HB4141 passed the House by a vote of 105-0-0 and the Senate by 56-0-0.

HB4264: MENSTRUAL PRODUCTS DONATION - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. B. Hernandez / Sen. Loughran Cappel
* Reduces waste and increases access to surplus menstrual products by allowing nonprofits to donate those products without fear
of liability.
* HB4264 passed the House by a vote of 107-0-0 and the Senate by 57-0-0.

HB4848: LOAD COVERS - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Rep. Keicher / Sen. Harriss
* Requires covers for truck beds on the highway to prevent litter from trucks hauling trash or recycling.
* HB4848 passed the House by a vote of 103-0-0 and the Senate by 56-0-0.

HB4895: CLIMATE EDUCATION - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Yang Rohr / Sen. Johnson
* Codifies climate change as an educational requirement and allows ISBE to create professional development materials for teachers.

* HB4895 passed the House by a vote of 70-37-0 and the Senate by 36-16-0.

HB4903: AIR QUALITY TASK FORCE - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Rep. Faver Dias / Sen. Johnson
* Creates an Air Quality in Schools Task Force to study the quality of air Illinois students experience.
* HB4903 passed the House by a vote of 100-0-1 and the Senate by 57-0-0.

HB5005: CEJA WORKFORCE UPDATES - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Vella / Sen. Stadelman

* Accelerates the speed at which CEJA workforce hubs can be implemented by exempting them from a burdensome and unnecessary
accreditation requirement and establishes a 14th location for CEJA workforce programming in Kankakee.

* HB5005 passed the House by a vote of 90-19-0 and the Senate by 51-5-0.

HB5296: HOMEOWNERS' NATIVE LANDSCAPING ACT - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Rep. Faver Dias / Sen. Villa
* Prevents Homeowners Associations from restricting residents’ ability to plant native landscapes within their yards.
* HB5296 passed the House by a vote of 72-37-0 and the Senate by 42-17-0.

HB5349: HIGH-SPEED RAIL STOCK FUND - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Rep. Chung / Sen. Stadelman
¢ Creates a High-Speed Rolling Stock Fund to fund high-speed locomotives, passenger railcars, and other rolling stock equipment.
* HB5349 passed the House by a vote of 108-0-0 and the Senate by 59-0-0.

HB5488: LEGACY TREE TASK FORCE - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Rep. Hirschauer / Sen. Villa
* Creates the Legacy Tree Program Task Force to preserve historically significant trees within the state.
* HB5488 passed the House by a vote of 95-16-0 and the Senate by 54-2-0.

2024 ENVIRONMENTAL SCORECARD %
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520 E Capitol
Springfield, IL 62701

www.ilenviro.org

Phone: 217-544-5954
Fax: 217-544-5958
iec@ilenviro.org

0 /ilenviro
O @ilenviro

@ilenviro
G @lllinois Environmental Council
@ @lllinois Environmental Council

The Environmental Scorecard is published by the Illinois
Environmental Council (IEC) for purposes of public
education. It provides a record and analysis of votes in the
Illinois General Assembly on a wide range of environmental
and conservation bills with the goal of creating a better-
informed populace.

No endorsement of any party, legislator, or political candidate
is implied in this scorecard or in any other publications

or activities of the Illinois Environmental Council. IEC
does not make financial contributions to any candidate or
political party.

Since 1975, the lllinois Environmental Council has
worked to safeguard Illinois—its people, its plants and
animals, and the natural systems on which all life depends

by building power for people and the environment.
Representing over 130 environmental organizations in

the state, IEC carries out its mission to advance equitable
public policies that create healthy environments across Illinois
through education, advocacy and movement building.



