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Dear Reader,

Every year, the lllinois Environmental Council releases a scorecard assigning a percentage score to state
legislators based on how they voted on bills affecting the environment. This scorecard is an effective tool
to keep legislators accountable to their constituents on environmental issues.

We are especially proud of the policies behind this year's scorecard. lllinois made progress on clean

energy, conservation, climate change, clean water, clean air, wildlife and equity.

Notable victories include legislation requiring polluters - not taxpayers - to pay for coal ash clean up
(SB9?), a repeal of an outdated law prohibiting the state of lllinois from regulating carbon (HB3481), a law
disincentivizing illegal logging (HB3105) after a four year effort, and the defeat of proposals that would

rolloack endangered species protections and criminalize environmental protest.

The new class of freshman lawmakers brought protection of the environment to a new level. Nineteen of
the 50 lawmakers receiving a 100% rating in this year's scorecard are in their first legislative session. We are
very excited fo see what else our community can achieve with this support going forward.

As a citizen, we hope that you find I[EC’s 2019 Environmental Scorecard to be an
informative and useful tool. As always, thank you for your dedication in keeping

up with events at the state level and supporting IEC.
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EXPLANATION OF SCORING

For each bill, legislators are evaluated on whether they voted with the pro-environment position (“+”) on the bill or
against it (“-”). For bills that the environmental community supports, a YES vote is a + and a NO vote is a -. For bills
that are opposed, a NO vote is a + and a YES vote is a -. The votes are then tallied and an overall score is calculated. For
instance, someone who voted pro-environment on six bills and against on four bills is given a 60% score.

The only votes not counted are those when a legislator had an excused absence (noted in the chart as “E”), which
generally meant that the legislator was not in Springfield on that day due to an illness or other unexpected circumstances.
Legislators who had excused absences were scored according to the other votes they cast.

Two other voting possibilities are included. On occasion, a legislator may vote “Present,” which is essentially an abstention.
We typically have counted these votes the same as a no vote on the bill, because the impact on the bill’s potential to pass
is the same as if that legislator had voted no. These are shown in the voting chart as “P” and counted the same as a “+”
when it helps the pro-environment position, and shown as “p” and counted as “-” when it hurts. Similarly, when a legislator
is in Springfield but does not vote on a bill, we have counted it the same as a “no” vote on the bill. This is noted in the
chart as “NV” and counted the same as a “+” when this action supports the pro-environment position. It is noted as “nv”

and counted as “-” when it does not support the pro-environment position.

Legislators have many reasons for voting “Present” or for not voting at all. They may vote “Present” because of a philosophical
conflict on the issue, or simply because they don’t want to commit publicly one way or the other. They may miss a vote
because they were in an important meeting, were in the bathroom at the time of the vote, or were at their desk but decided
not to vote. Regardless of the reason, all of these actions have significant consequences for whether or not a bill passes, and
therefore we have decided that it is appropriate to hold legislators accountable for their actions, whatever they may be.

Representatives Jerry Costello, Melissa Conyears-Ervin, Nathan Reitz, and Jawaharial Williams did not complete a full
term and were not included in this scorecard.

ABOUT THE BILLS IN THE 2019
ENVIRONMENTAL SCORECARD

HB3481: KYOTO PROTOCOL ACT REPEAL - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Robyn Gabel and Sen. Laura Ellman

* HB3481 removes a provision in statute that prevents Illinois from taking action on climate change by regulating greenhouse gases.

* HB3481 passed the House by a vote of 66-44-1 and the Senate 36-17-0

SB2146: CLEAN WATER INFRASTRUCTURE JOBS - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Rep. Justin Slaughter and Sen. Ram Villivalam

* SB2146 creates funding and resources for water jobs training programs, prioritizing placement for individuals from
disadvantaged communities.

* SB2146 passed the Senate by a vote of 58-0-0 and the House 103-11-0

SB9: COAL ASH POLLUTION PREVENTION - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Rep. Carol Ammons and Sen. Scott M. Bennett
* SB creates a regulatory framework for closure of toxic coal ash sites, while guaranteeing polluters pay and communities get a voice.

* SBY passed the Senate by a vote of 39-9-7 and the House 77-35-1

SB1724: EQUITABLE WATER RATES - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. La Shawn K. Ford and Sen. Napoleon Harris, II1

* SB1724 requires the University of Illinois-Chicago to study how water rates are set in order to better understand
challenges to water affordability.

* SB1724 passed the Senate by a vote of 49-0-0 and the House 108-8-0
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HB2650: USE OF STATE REVOLVING FUNDS - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Robert Rita and Sen. Elgie R. Sims, Jr.

* HB2650 ensures state revolving funds for water infrastructure can be used more broadly by communities, such as for
planning purposes.

* HB2650 passed the House by a vote of 108-0-0 and the Senate 56-0-0

HB1633: CRIMINALIZE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEST - OPPOSE
Sponsors: Rep. Jay Hoffman and Sen. Michael E. Hastings

* HB1633 would have created excessive penalties for trespass, protest, and other nonviolent crimes at pipelines and other
infrastructure.

* HB1633 passed the House by a vote of 77-28-3, but was tabled in the Senate

HB2076: BPA RECEIPTS - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Karina Villa and Sen. Ann Gillespie

* HB2076 prohibits the manufacture and distribution of paper with BPA for banking/business records.
* HB2076 passed the House by a vote of 114-0-0 and the Senate 51-0-0

HB2425: REMOVING ENDANGERED SPECIES PROTECTIONS - OPPOSE
Sponsor: Rep. Andrew S. Chesney

* HB2425 jeopardized endangered species by eliminating certain requirements for permits and limiting the state’s ability
to protect species.

* HB2425 passed the House by a vote of 60-47-3, but was held on a parliamentary motion

HB3440: BULK CONTAINERS - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Will Guzzardi and Sen. Heather A. Steans

* HB3440 ensures that retailers can not prohibit the use of personal containers for bulk foods.
* HB3440 passed the House by a vote of 116-0-0 and the Senate 54-0-0

HB2988: COUNTY WIND DEVELOPMENT - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Ann Williams and Sen. Bill Cunningham

* HB2988 facilitates wind development growth by clarifying that only counties and municipalities have zoning authority
over wind farm development.

* HB2988 passed the House by a vote of 95-12-1 and the Senate 43-7-1

HB3068: STATE ACTION ON WASTE - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Rep. Terra Costa Howard and Sen. Laura Ellman
* HB3068 creates a statewide committee to improve efforts to reduce solid waste.
* HB3068 passed the House by a vote of 104-6-0 and the Senate 54-0-0

SB1847: ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE PERMIT NOTICE - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Theresa Mah and Sen. Antonio Munoz

* SB1847 requires enhanced notice for public participation for air permits within environmental justice communities.
* SB1847 passed the Senate by a vote of 47-0-0 and the House 101-11-0

HB2652: SOLAR AND EV READY CONSTRUCTION - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Michael Halpin and Sen. Christopher Belt

* HB2652 allows for the expansion of building codes to include supplementals, such as solar and electric vehicle codes.
* HB2652 passed the House by a vote of 112-1-0 and the Senate 54-0-0
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SB211: SOLAR OPPORTUNITIES FOR UNIVERSITIES - SUPPORT

Sponsors: Rep. Katie Stuart and Sen. Scott Bennett

* SB211 encourages universities to procure solar and wind power by increasing the length of time needed to pay back wind
and solar power purchases.

* SB211 passed the Senate by a vote of 49-0-0 and the House 108-8-0

SB1852: ETHYLENE OXIDE PERMITS - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Jim Durkin and Sen. John Curran

* SB1852 regulates sterilization facilities and provides a pathway to keep bad actors closed, while lowering the emissions level
for certain companies.

* SB1852 passed the Senate by a vote of 53-0-0 and the House 108-0-1

SB1854: ETHYLENE OXIDE EMISSIONS - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Joyce Mason and Sen. Melinda Bush

* SB1854 requires emissions monitoring and dispersion modeling while also giving the IEPA the ability to reopen and cap
already set emissions permits.

* SB1854 passed the Senate by a vote of 55-1-0 and the House 90-17-0

HB3105: WRONGFUL TREE CUTTING - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Mary Edly-Allen and Sen. Steve Stadelman

* HB3105 fairly compensates owners of protected lands who have suffered damages from illegal logging.
* HB3105 passed the House by a vote of 113-0-0 and the Senate 53-0-0

HB2601: CONSERVATION EASEMENTS - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Bob Morgan and Sen. Melinda Bush

* HB2601 makes changes to the law on conservation easement to encourage greater flexibility in protecting open space and
conservation areas.

* HB2601 passed the Senate by a vote of 56-0-1 and the House 97-0-0

HB2737: PROMOTING SOIL HEALTH - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Michael Halpin and Sen. Scott M. Bennett

* HB2737 adds soil health practices to the list of resources that the Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) can
provide for farmers.

* HB2737 passed the House by a vote of 112-0-0 and the Senate 59-0-0

HB2505: ENHANCING LOCAL FOOD OPPORTUNITIES - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Maurice A. West and Sen. Dale Fowler

* HB2505 improves opportunities for the state to purchase local food in redefining the definition of “local”.
* HB2505 passed the House by a vote of 102-0-0 and the Senate 56-0-0

SB1392: MICROPLASTICS - SUPPORT
Sponsors: Rep. Mark Batinick and Sen. Julie A. Morrison

* SB1392 requires a study of the threat of microplastics and opportunities for regulatory and legislative protections.
* SB1392 passed the House by a vote of 118-0-0 and the Senate 57-0-0

HB3624 AND SB2132: CLEAN ENERGY JOBS ACT - COSPONSOR
Sponsors: Rep. Ann Williams and Sen. Cristina Castro
¢ The Clean Energy Jobs Act is the most equity-centric, comprehensive clean energy legislation to be introduced in Illinois.

This bill will lead Illinois to 100% clean energy, decarbonize our power sector, electrify our transportation sector, and
provide economic development and job opportunities across the state.
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The Environmental Scorecard is published by the Illinois
Environmental Council (IEC) for purposes of public
education. It provides a record and analysis of votes in the
Illinois General Assembly on a wide range of environmental
and conservation bills with the goal of creating a better-
informed citizenry.

No endorsement of any party, legislator or political candidate
is implied in this Scorecard or in any other publications or
activities of the Illinois Environmental Council. The IEC

does not make financial contributions to any candidate or

political party.

IEC is a non-partisan 44-year-old organization that promotes
sound environmental laws and policies, provides a forum
for environmentalists, and facilitates a statewide activist
network. IEC performs legislative advocacy and serves
as the environmental community's eyes, ears and voice

in Springfield.




