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ear Reader,

The 2012 legislative session resulted in the passage of a
number of important bills that effectively advanced the
priorities and objectives of the Illinois Environmental
Council (IEC) and the environmental community.
Particularly notable this year was the passage of bills that
were part of complex, multi-year campaigns that overcame
tough negotiating hurdles. Bills to update the plumbing
code for conservation, to institute fees for concentrated
animal feeding operations (CAFOs), and to ban BPA in
children’s food and beverage containers passed nearly
unanimously this session.

At fourteen individual legislative measures, the 2012 list
includes the largest number of bills that the IEC has ever
included on a single scorecard. This fact is a true testament
to the efforts of our twelve award winners, all of whom
consistently voted for the environment. These leaders are
all members of the House Environmental Caucus, led by
retiring Representative Karen May. The significant impact
of these legislators, and of the House Environmental Caucus
itself, is clearly evident in our ongoing success at advancing
important environmental initiatives in Springfield.

For each bill, legislators are evaluated on whether they
voted with the pro-environment position (“+”) on the bill
or against it (“-*).The votes are then tallied and an overall
score is calculated. For instance, someone who voted pro-
environment on six bills and against on four bills is given a
60% score.

The only votes not counted are those when a legislator

had an excused absence (noted in the chart as “A”), which
generally meant that the legislator was not in Springfield on
that day due to an illness or other unexpected circumstances.
Legislators who had excused absences were scored according
to the other votes they cast.

Two other voting possibilities are included. On occasion,

a legislator may vote “Present,” which is essentially an
abstention. We have counted these votes the same as a no
vote on the bill because the impact on the bill’s potential to
pass is the same as if that legislator had voted no. These are
shown in the voting chart as “P” and counted the same as a
“4+” when it helps the pro-environment position, and shown
as “p” and counted as “-°
legislator is in Springfield but does not vote on a bill, we
have counted it the same as a “no” vote on the bill. This is

‘ when it hurts. Similarly, when a

noted in the chart as “NV” and counted the same as a “+”
when this action supports the pro-environment position.
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Despite our many victories this year, the environmental
community’s top goals for 2012 have not been achieved.
SB1566, a critical measure that would fund the Illinois

Department of Natural Resources, failed in the Senate by

a small number of votes. Legislation to regulate new high
volume hydraulic fracturing failed to move forward this year
and, as a result, we are entering a time where operations
may begin without sufficient regulation. Passage of these
two bills is the environmental community’s top priority as
we move into the veto session, and will remain our primary
objective throughout the 2013 legislative session.

This is the first scorecard that the IEC has published in nearly
five years. IEC expects to publish this scorecard annually
following the close of the regular legislative session. We

are very excited to once again bring this important tool to
legislators and our members. Thank you for your continued
support.

Jennifer Walling
Executive Director

Illinois Environmental Council

Explanation of Scoring

¢

It is noted as “NV” and counted as “-* when it does not

support the pro-environment position.

Legislators have many reasons for voting “Present” or for
not voting at all. They may vote “Present” because of a
philosophical conflict on the issue, or simply because they
don’t want to commit publicly one way or the other. They
may miss a vote because they were in an important meeting,
were in the bathroom at the time of the vote, or were at their
desk but decided not to vote. Regardless of the reason, all

of these actions have significant consequences for whether
or not a bill passes, and therefore we have decided that it is
appropriate to hold legislators accountable for their actions
whatever they may be.

Any legislator with an asterisk (*) beside their score did not
complete a full term. Legislators with partial records were
not awarded perfect environmental voting record awards.

Finally, there are a few instances that IEC is aware of where
a legislator has asked that their vote be changed “on the
record” after the vote was made. This change is recorded
in legislative transcripts. Unfortunately, this does not
actually change the recorded vote tally and cannot affect the
final outcome of a vote. Because of this, we are unable to
accurately research all of these vote changes and have based
our scores only on the original votes.




About the Bills in the 2012
Environmental Scorecard

SB3811: Net Metering

Sponsors: Sen. Don Harmon and Rep. Karen May

SB3811 makes a technical fix to Illinois’ net metering
and energy efficiency laws to support renewable
energy and conservation in Illinois.

SB3811 passed the House by a vote of 104-14 and the
Senate by 48-6.

Pro-Environment Vote: Yes

SB2950:Toxin Free Toddler Act

Sponsors: Sen. Ira Silverstein and Rep. Elaine Nekritz.

SB2950 prohibits the sale of children’s food or
beverage containers made with the toxic chemical
bisphenol-A.

SB2950 was approved by the House 88-30 and in the
Senate by 54-0-1.

Pro-Environment Vote: Yes

HB5071: Electric Vehicle Charging Stations

Sponsors: Rep. Ann Williams and Sen. Heather Steans

HB5071 Clears the way for increased use of electric
vehicles in Illinois by clarifying the law so that electric
charging stations will not be regulated as electric
utilities by the Illinois Commerce Commission.

HB5071 passed the House 92- 25- 1 and the Senate
by 42- 10- 0.

Pro-Environment Vote: Yes

HB3881: Environmental Justice on Landfills
Sponsors: Rep. Marcus Evans and Sen. Don Harmon

HB3881 upholds a decades old ban on new or
expanded landfills in Chicago and extends this ban to
Cook County.

HB3881 passed the House 63- 49- 6 and the Senate
by 36- 17- 1.

Pro-Environment Vote: Yes

HB5642: CAFO Permit Fees
Sponsors: Rep. Michael Tryon and Sen. Michael
Frerichs

HB5642 helps ensure that the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency has the funding it needs to fully
enforce the clean water act by placing the first
pollution discharge permit fees on Concentrated
Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs).

HB5642 passed the House 91-14-1 and the Senate by
42-15-0.

Pro-Environment Vote: Yes

HB5539: Agriculture Pollution Prevention
Sponsors: Rep. Lisa Dugan and Sen. Michael Frerichs

HB 5539 places a voluntary tax on fertilizer to fund an
agriculture pollution prevention research council and
pollution prevention efforts.

HB 5539 passed the House 84- 22- 0 and the Senate
by 50- 6- 0.

Pro-Environment Vote: Yes

HB4986: Recycling Commission

Sponsors: Rep. Karen May and Sen. Susan Garrett

HB4986 creates a commission to review and
recommend improvements to Illinois’ recycling laws.

HB4986 passed the House 67- 48- 1 and the Senate
by 56- 0- 0.

Pro-Environment Vote: Yes

SB2897: Benefit Corporation Act
Sponsors: Sen. Michael Frerichs and Rep. Sara
Feigenholtz

SB2897 creates a new type of corporation called a
benefit corporation. These corporations provide better
legal protections to businesses that have sustainability
as part of their corporate mission.

SB2897 passed the House 66- 47- 0 and the Senate by
30-21-1.

Pro-Environment Vote: Yes




HB4496: Plumbing Code Update

Sponsors: Rep. Carol Sente and Sen. Susan Garrett

HB4496 requires the Illinois Department of Public
Health to update Illinois” plumbing code to reflect
new water saving technologies.

HB4496 passed the House 100- 14- 0 and the
Senate by 40- 14- 2.

Pro-Environment Vote: Yes

HB4119: Shark Fin Ban
Sponsors: Rep. Sara Feigenholtz and Sen. Antonio
Munoz

HB4119 bans the sale or possession of shark fins
in Illinois to protect the unnecessary slaughter of
threatened and endangered species.

HB4119 passed the House 81- 33- 0 and the
Senate by 41- 13- 0.

Pro-Environment Vote: Yes

HB3888: Invasive Species in Lakes
Sponsors: Rep. Joann Osmond and Sen. Suzi
Schmidt

HB3888 helps prevent the spread of invasive

species, which can devastate ecosystems between
Illinois lakes. Requires owners to remove aquatic
plants or animals before transporting the vehicle.

HB3888 passed the House 104- 13- 0 and the
Senate by 48- 6- 0.

Pro-Environment Vote: Yes
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About the Bills in the 2012 Environmental Scorecard (Continued)

SB1566: DNR funding
Sponsors: Rep. Frank Mautino and Sen. Toi
Hutchinson

SB1566 provides sustainable funding for the
Mllinois Department of Natural Resources to protect
our state parks and natural resources.

SB1566 passed the House 61-56-0 and failed in
the Senate by 33- 21- 1.

Pro-Environment Vote: Yes

SB3766: Leucadia Power Plant

Sponsors: Rep. Joseph Lyons and Sen. Donne Trotter

SB3766 provides the highly polluting coal
technology of the Leucadia coal gasification facility
on the southeast side of Chicago with financing.
Governor Quinn vetoed the bill on August 10.

SB3766 passed the House 60- 50- 5 and the Senate
by 35- 16- 0.

Pro-Environment Vote: No

SB3442: Prohibition of Municipal Plastic

Bag Bans, Fees, and Programs
Sponsors: Sen. Terry Link and Rep. Mike Tryon

SB3442 prohibits municipalities from regulating
plastic bags through bans, fees, or takeback
programs. This bill bans many of the ways in
which a community might reduce its own plastic
bag waste.

SB3442 passed the House 72- 44- 2 and the Senate
by 38- 15- 1.

Pro-Environment Vote: No
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SB SB HB HB HB HB SB SB SB 2012
3811 2950 5071 3881 5642 5539 4986 2897 4496 4119 3888 1566 3766 3442 Score

Althoff 32 R + + NV + + + NV - NV + + - + - 57
Bivins 45 R NV NV = = + + + - NV - + - + - 36
Bomke 50 R + + + - + + + - + - + + - - 64
Brady 44 R + + > + - - + - + NV NV - - - 36
Clayborne 57 D + + + - + + + + + + + + NV - 79
Collins,A. 5 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - NV 86
Collins, J. 16 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - - 86
Crotty 19 D + + + = + + + + + + + + = = 79
Cultra 53 R - + - + - + + - - - - - + + 43
Delgado 2 D + + + P + + + + + + + + = P 86
Dillard 24 R + + + NV - + + - NV + NV - NV NV 43
Duffy 26 R - NV - - - - + - - - NV - + + 21
Forby 59 D + + + + NV + + + + + + - NV - 71
Frerichs 52 D + + + NV + + + + + + i3 i3 NV i3 86
Garrett 29 D NV + + + + + + P + + + + NV + 79
Haine 56 D + + + + + + + + + + + = + = 86
Harmon 39 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - NV 86
Holmes 42 D + + + + + + + NV + + + NV NV - 71
Hunter 3 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - - 86
Hutchinson 40 D + NV NV + + + NV + + + + + - + 71
Jacobs 36 D + + + - + + + + + + - NV NV NV 64
Johnson, C. 35 R + + - - NV NV + - - = + + + + 50
Johnson, T. 48 R + + + - - - + - - - - NV + NV 36
Jones, E. 14 D + + + NV + + + + + + + + NV - 79
Jones, J. 54 R + + + NV + NV + NV - - + - - + 50
Koehler 46 D + + + = + NV + + + + + + - + 79
Kotowski 33 D + + + + + + + + + + + NV - - 79
LaHood 37 R - + - - - + + - - NV + o + + 43
Landek Il D + + + NV + + + NV - + + + - + 71
Lauzen 25 R - + - + = = + = S = + 5 5 + 36
Lightford 4 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - - 86
Link 30 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - = 86
Luechtefeld 58 R + NV NV - + + + - NV NV NV - - - 29
Maloney 18 D + + + + + + + + + + + = = o 79
Martinez 20 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - - 86
McCann 49 R - i3 - - - + + = - - - - - - 21
McCarter 51 R - P - - - + + - - - - - + - 21
McGuire 43 D + + + > + + + + + + + + > > 79
Meeks 15 D NV + + - + + + NV P + + + - - 57
Millner 28 R NV + + + + + + NV + + + + - - 71
Mr. President 6 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - - 86
Mulroe 10 D + + + + + + + + + + + + = - 86
Mufoz | D + + NV + + + + NV + + + + - - 71
Murphy 27 R + + + + 5 + + - + - + - + - 64
Noland 22 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - - 86
Pankau 23 R + + + + - - + - + + + + 64
Radogno 41 R NV + NV + + + + NV - NV + - + - 50
Raoul 13 D + + + + + + + + + + + + = > 86
Rezin 38 R + + + - - + + - + + + - + + 71
Righter 55 R + i3 NV - - + + - - - + - 1 4 50
Sandack 21 R + + + + - + + - + + NV + + + 79
Sandoval 12 D ils s s i3 i3 i3 + s P + - + o o 71
Schmidt 31 R + + + + + + NV - + + + + + + 86
Schoenberg 9 D + + + + + + + + + + + + + 93
Silverstein 8 D + + NV + + + + + + + + + - - 79
Steans 7 D + + + + + + + + + + + + > - 86
Sullivan 47 D + + + + + + + + + NV + P - - 71
Syverson 34 R + + - + g g & o o o + = 5 - 36
Trotter 17 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - - 86

Pro-Environment Vote. . .+ NotVoting -........... nv Excused Absence. . ... .. A

Anti-Environment Vote . .- Voting Present +....... P Not in Office. . ........ *

NotVoting +.......... NV Voting Present - ....... P




House Voting Record

SB SB HB HB HB HB HB SB HB HB HB SB SB SB 2012

3811 2950 5071 3881 5642 5539 4986 2897 4496 4119 3888 1566 3766 3442 Score
Acevedo 2 D + + + + + + + + + + + + =] - 93
Arroyo 3 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - - 86
Barickman 105 R - - - - + + - + + - - - + R 36
Beiser Il D + + + + + + + + + + + + - - 86
Bellock 47 R + + + - + + + - + - + - + - 64
Berrios 39 D + + + P + + + + + + + + - - 79
Biss 17 D + + + + E + + + + + + + + + 100
Bost 15 R + - + = 5 + - - - - o + - 36
Bradley 117 D + + + + P E + + E + + - - 75
Brady 8 R + + + 5 i i T E + + + = + o 71
Brauer 100 R + - - + - + - - - - - - - + 29
Brown 10l R - + = > o + - + - + + - - 36
Burke, Daniel 23 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - - 86
Burke, Kelly 36 D + + + + + + + A + + + - - . 77
Carli | D + + + + + + + E + + + + P - 92
Cassidy 14 D + + + + + + & E + + + + + + 100
Cavaletto 107 R - + - - - - - - - - - - - - 7
Chapa LaVia 83 D + + + + + = + o + + + + - + 79
Coladipietro 45 R + + + + + + - + + + + R 71
Cole 62 R + + + - + - - - + - + - NV + 50
Colvin 33 D * * * * A * * + + + * * * 100%
Connelly 48 R + + - + + - - E + - + _ + + 62
Costello 16 D + + + + + - + + + + + + + 86
Crespo 4 D + + + = + - + + + + + - + + 79
Cross 84 R + + + - + + - - + + + - + - 64
Cunningham 35 D + + + + + A + + + o + + - - 77
Currie 25 D + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100
D’Amico I5 D + + + + + + E + + + + + - - 85
Davis, Monique 27 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - + 93
Davis,William 30 D + + + > + + + - + + + + - - 71
Deluca 80 D + - + P + + P + + + + - - P 64
duBuclet 26 D + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100
Dugan 79 D + + + - E + + + + + + + - + 85
Dunkin 5 D + + + + A A NV 25 + + + + B B 75
Durkin 82 R + - + + + + - - + - + . P R 57
Eddy 109 R a * * & + = B B * + * * * 50%
Evans,Marcus 33 D + + + + * * + + * * + - - 78%
Evans, Paul 102 R - - - + o + = + - - + - NV - 29
Farnham 43 D + + + - + - + + + + + - + + 79
Feigenholtz 12 D + + + + + A + + + + + + + + 100
Flowers 3l D + + + + + + + + + + + + - - 86
Ford 8 D + + + + E + + + + + + + + + 100
Fortner 95 R + + + - + + + + + + + - + - 79
Franks 63 D + + + + E - - - + - _ _ + + 54
Gabel I8 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - + 93
Gaffney 52 R + + + - + - - - + - + - + _ 50
Golar 6 D + + + + NV + + + + + + - + 86
Gordon 92 D + + + 5 + - + + + + + NV + - 79
Halbrook 109 R - - - - * * - - * * * - + R | ¥
Hammond 94 R - - - + + + o o o + + - + - 43
Harris, David 66 R + - + - + + - - + + + + + - 64
Harris, Greg 13 D i i i i 1 i i i 1 i 1 i - - 86
Hatcher 50 R + + + + + - + - + + + - + R 71
Hays 104 R = = = - + + - - + _ ax - + _ 36
Hernandez 24 D + + + + + + + + + + + + P + 100
Howard 34 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - - 86
Jackson 114 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - + 93
Jakobsson 103 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - + 93
Jefferson 67 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - + 93
Jones 29 D o + + - E E + + + + + + - - 75
Kay 112 R - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0
Kosel 8l R + + + o E E + E + + o - . + 73

2012 Environmental Scorecard




SB SB HB HB HB HB HB SB HB HB HB SB SB SB 2012
3811 2950 5071 3881 5642 5539 4986 2897 4496 4119 3888 1566 3766 3442 Score

Krezwick 37 D + + + + + + + + + - + + - + 86
Lang 16 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - + 93
Leitch 73 R + - + - + + - - - - + - - - 36
Lilly 78 D + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100
Lyons 19 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - - 86
Mathias 53 R - + + + + o o + + + + - + + 71
Mautino 76 D + + + - + + - + + - + + - - 64
May 58 D + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100
Mayfield 60 D + + + + E + + + + + + + + + 100
McAsey 85 D + + + = + 5 + + + + + - + 4 79
McAuliffe 20 R + + + + E + - - E + + + - _ 67
McGuire 8 D * * * * + + B * + + + * * * 100%
Mell 40 D + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100
Mitchell, Bill 87 R + + - = = + = > - + + - - - 36
Mitchell,Jerry 90 R + - + - + + - - - NV - - - 29
Moffitt 74 R - + + - + + 5 o + - - - - 43
Morrison 54 R + - - - + - - - - - - . + + 29
Morthland 71 R - + 5 o - + - + + - - - o . 36
Mr. Speaker 22 D + + P P + A + + + + + + - + 77
Mulligan 65 R + + + + + + - - + + + - + - 71
Mussman 56 D + + + + + - + + + + + - + + 86
Nekritz 57 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - + 93
Nybo 4] R + + + P + - - + + + - - + - 57
Osmond 6l R + - - + + + = = + + + - - - 50
Penny 113 D + + + + + + + - + + + + - - 79
Phelps 118 D + + + o + + + + + - + + - - 71
Pihos 42 R + + + - + + - - + + + - + - 64
Poe 9 R + - + + + + - - - E + = = + 54
Pritchard 70 R + + + - + + - - + + + - + - 64
Ramey 55 R + - - - + + = = + + + + - 50
Reboletti 46 R + - - + + + - - + + - . _ 43
Reis 108 R - - - - - - - S = = = - - - 0
Riley 38 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - + 93
Rita 28 D + + + + + + & + + + + + 5 - 86
Rose 110 R + - - - - + + - + - - - + - 36
Rosenthal 98 R - - - - o + 5 = + + + - - - 29
Roth 75 R + - - - + + - - + + + - + - 50
Sacia 89 R + - + o + + - - T - + o . 50
Saviano 77 R + + + + + + + + R _ R 64
Schmitz 49 R + + + - + E - - £ - + . + + 62
Senger 9% R + + + - + + - - + - + - NV + 57
Sente 59 D + + + + + = + + + + + - + + 86
Smith 10 D + + + + A + + + A + + + R R 83
Sommer 106 R + + - - - = o o + - - - + - 29
Sosnowski 69 R + - - - - E - - + - + - + . 3]
Soto 4 D + + + o + NV + + + NV + o P - 71
Sullivan 51 R + - + - + + - - + + + + - - 57
Thapedi 32 D + o + P E - + + 4 + + + + B 69
Tracy 93 R - - - - + + - - E - + R + _ 3]
Tryon 64 R + - + 5 + + + + + - T T T P 79
Turner 9 D + + + + + + + + + + A + + - 92
Unes 91 R + + = = + + - - - o 5 o + . 36
Verschoore 72 D + + + + + + + + + + + + - - 86
Walsh 86 D i i + - o * + + ® *® * - + + 78%
Watson 97 R + - - + - + - - + + + R - R 43
Williams | D + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 100
Winters 68 R + - + - + + + + + + + + 71
Yarbrough 7 D + + + + + A + + + + + + - - 85
Zalewski 21 D + + + P + + + + + + + + - + 86

Pro-Environment Vote. . .+ NotVoting -........... nv Excused Absence. . ... .. A

Anti-Environment Vote . .- Voting Present +....... P Not in Office. . ........ *

NotVoting +.......... NV Voting Present - ....... P
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The Environmental Scorecard is published by the Illinois
Environmental Council (IEC) for purposes of public education.
It provides a record and analysis of votes in the Illinois General
Assembly on a wide range of environmental and conservation
bills with the goal of creating a better-informed citizenry.

No endorsement of any party, legislator or political candidate

is implied in this Scorecard or in any other publications or
activities of the Illinois Environmental Council. The IEC does not
make financial contributions to any candidate or political party.

IEC is a non-partisan 37-year-old organization that promotes
sound environmental laws and policies, provides a forum for
environmentalists, and facilitates a statewide activist network. IEC
performs legislative advocacy and serves as the environmental
community’s eyes, ears and voice in Springfield.

lllinois Environmental Council and

lllinois Environmental Council Education Fund
230 Broadway, Suite 150

Springfield, IL 62701
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Illinois Environmental Council
230 Broadway, Suite 150
Springfield, IL 62701
217.544.5954 ¢ 217.544.5928 fax

1608 North Milwaukee Avenue, Suite 511
Chicago, Illinois 60647
773.252.5954 ¢ 773.252.5953 fax
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