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ear Reader,

The 2004 spring legislative session was a busy
one, although substantive legislation was
overshadowed by the budget crisis. This Scorecard
looks at a number of the most important bills and
how our legislators voted on them. It provides
objective and factual information about the
voting records of all members of the Illinois
General Assembly in 2004. Four votes in both the
House of Representatives and the Senate are
included, covering a wide range of issues,
including mercury contarmination, land use and
energy efficiency..

What is not reflected in this scorecard is the
successful outcome of the fight to save open
space funding in the Fiscal Year 2005 budget. The
only vote taken on this issue was the budget
itself, and we have chosen not to include that vore
here. The budget contained funding for thousands
of programs, and it is impossible to separate
them out. However, in the weeks and months
leading up to that vote, dozens of legislators from
both parties spoke out about the need to maintain
these programs. We thank those legislators for
their leadership on this issue.

The Ilinois Constitution states that “the public
policy of the State and the duty of each person is
to provide and maintain a healthful environment
for the benefit of this and future generations.”
Our legislators have a responsibility to carry out
this duty, and this Scorecard is intended to
provide the citizens of Illinois a tool for
understanding how well their legislators
accomplished this task.

Mlinois voters care zbout their environment. They
routitiely approve local ballot measures that
increase funding for additions to park and- forest
preserve districts. Environmental issues

. consistently rank near the top of voter’s concerns

in election year polls. We also expect our elected
representatives to show leadership on these same
issues, and this year there was an abundance of
leadership. Fourteen Senators and twenty-one
Representatives scored perfect 100% ratings, far
more than in previous years. We commend them
for their actions, and encourage others o show
similar leadership in the furure.

1 hope you find this voting record helpful.

Best Regards,

Jonathan Goldman
Executive Director

Mlinois Environmental Council

100% Environmental Voting Record Awards

Senator James Clayborne
Senator Jacqueline Collins
Senator Dan Cronin _
Senator John Cullerton

Senator Susan Garrett

Senator Patrick Welch

Senator Richard Winkel
Representative Elizabeth Coulson
Representative Barbara Flynn Currie

Representative Carolyn Krause
Repre_sentati've Rosemary Kurtz
Representative Fileen Lyons
Representative Karen May

Senator William Haine
Senator Terry Link

Senator Edward Maloney
Senator Barack Obama
Senaror Carol Ronen
Senator Peter Roskam
Senator Jeffrey Schoenberg

Representative Monique Davis
Representative William Davis
Representative Sara Feigenholrz
Representative Deborah Graham
Representative Julie Hamos
Representative Jay Hoffman
Representative Naomi Jakobsson
Representative Robin Kelly

Representative Larry McKeon
Representative Elaine Nekritz
Represenzative Harry Osterman
Represencative Sandra Pihos

-Representative Kathleen Ryg '

Representative Ricca Slone
Representative Cynthia Soto




Explanation of Scoring

For each bill, legislators are evaluated as to
whether they voted with the pro-environment
position (“+7) on the bill, or against it (“-*).
The votes are then tailied, with an overall
score calculated. For instance, someone who
voted pro-environment on three bills and
against on one bill is given a 75% score.

The only votes not counted are those when a
legislator had an excused absence (noted in
the chart as “A”™), which generally meant that
the legislator was not in Springfield on that
day due to an illness or other unexpected
circumstances. Legislators who had excused
absences were scored on the remaining votes
they cast.

Two other voting possibilities are included.
On occasion, a legislator may vote “Present”
which is essentially an abstention. We have
counted these votes the same as a no vote on
the bill, because the impact is the same as if
that legislator had voted no. These are shown
in the voting chart as “P” and counted the
same as a '+ when it helps the pro-
environment position, and shown as “p” and
counted as “-“ when it hurts. Similarly, when
- a legislator is in Springfield but does not vote
on a bill, we have counted it the same as a
“no” vote on the bill. This is noted in the
chart as “NV” and counted the same as a “+”
when this action supports the pro-
environment position and noted as “nv” and
counted as “-“ when it denies support to the
pro-environment position.

Legislators have many reasons for voting
present or for not voting at all. They may vote
present because of a philosophical conflict on
the issue, or simply because they don’t want
to commit publicly one way or the other.
They may miss a vote because they were in an
important meeting, were in the bathroom at

the time of the vote, or were at their desk but
decided not to vote. Regardless of the reason,
all of these actions have consequences that
can impact whether or not a bill passes, and:
we have decided that it is appropriate to hold
legislators accountable for these
consequences. ‘

Lastly, some legislators were not in office at
the time of & vote, and’this is noted in the
chart as “*” These legislators are scored just
on the number of votes for which they were
in office.

A number of changes took place this year:

Senator Vince Demuzio passed away on April
27, 2004 due to colon cancer. Prior to his
death he missed a number of session days due
to his health, and did not vote on any of the
bills considered in this scorecard. He was
replaced by his wife, Deanna Demuzio. Her
score is based on three votes.

Senator Larry Woolard resigned to take 2
position with the Blagojevich administration.
He was replaced by Representative Gary
Forby, wha was then replaced in the House
by John Bradley.

Representative David Wirsing passed away on
November 16, 2003. He was replaced by Bob
Pritchard.

Representative Phil Novak resigned to become
Chairman of the Illinois Pollution Conzrol
Board, and was, replaced by Lisa Dugan.

Representative Mary K. O’Brien resigned in
December 2003 and was appointed o fill a
vacancy on the Mlinois Appellate Court. She
was replaced by Careen Gordon.




About the Bills in the 2004 Environmental Voting Record

HB 4099: Energy Efficient Building Act
Sponsors: Rep. Hamos and Sen. Jacobs

Culminating a two-year advocacy campaign, the Iinois
General Assembly passed the Illinois Energy Efficient
Commezcial Building Act, HB 4099, which has now
been signed into law by Governor Blagojevich. HB 4099
requires all new construction or substantial rehab of
existing buildings to meet energy efficiency standards
established by the International Energy Conservation
Code. It covers all commercial, industrial and multi-unit
residential properties, but does not cover single-family
home constuction. i

Doing energy efficiency "right” at the new construction
and major rehab stage is by far the most cost-effective
time (o make these pro-environmental ang energy cost
reduction investments. This is the single most important
policy step that a state can take to increase energy
efficiency in buildings and reduce pollution through
avoided electric power and natural gas use. Nationwide,
Iinois was the largest energy-consuming state in the '
nation without an energy efficient building code, and
one of only twelve states with no energy code for
commercial construction.

HB 4099 passed the Senate by a vote of 45-11, and was
approved by the House on concurrence 70-48.

Pro-Envirenment Yote: Yes

HB 5823: Environmental Protection
Sponsors: Rep. Currie and Sen. Haine

. House Bill 5823 addresses a recent Second District
Appellate Court ruling (State of Illinois v. AgPro, Inc.
and David Schulte) in which the court said the Attorney
General and local States Attorneys have only limited
autherity to force polluters to clean up environmental
damage they cause. The Appellate Court held that in
mast cases, all the wial court can do is order the
polluter to stop adding to its mess.

House Bill 5823 amends the state’s Environmental
Protection Act to provide that the Court can issue an
injunction ordering polluters to clean up the damage
they cause.

In the AgPro case, the Ogle County Circuit Court held
that the Attorney General's office had proven its case

that AgPro, Inc., had contaminated the drinking water of
its neighbors with pesticides from its operations. The
Attorney General’s office subsequently asked the court

to order the defendants to clean up the contaminants,
reimburse taxpayers for costs of the investigation and
prosecution and pay fines. However, in a sighificant

reversal of decades of cases, the court held that Ilinois
law does not give the court the authority to order the
defendants to clean up their pollution. The court
reasoned that since AgPro had stopped dumping the
pesticides, the company currently was not taking any
action that could be “restrained.”

HB 5823 passed the House 79-38 and the Senate 56-0.

Pro-Environment Vote: Yes

SB 2272: Off Highway Trails Fund
Sponsors: Sen. Jacobs and Rep. Black

For the second year in a row, off road vehicle
enthusiasts pushed through legislation that would open
the door to ATV trails and facilities on state property
including parks. The bill would allow money from the
Off-Highway Vehicle Trails Fund to be used for the
construction of motorized recreational trails on state
owned land, with the exception of nature preserves. A
similar bill passed in 2003 and was vetoed by the
Governor -
SB 2272 passed the Senate 43-13-1 and passed the _
House by 2 vote of 91-22-2. Tt was vetoed by Governor
Blagojevich.

Pro-Environment Yote: No

SB 2551: Mercury Reducﬁon Act

Sen. Hunter and Rep. May

The bill prohibits schools from purchasing mercury for
use in classrooms; bans the sale of many kinds of
mercury switches and relays; requires new rules to
facilitate the collection and recycling of mercury-added
products; and requires Illinois EPA to issue a report by
January 1, 2005 with recommendations for'reducing
and recycling mercury-containing thermostats and
mercury-containing vehicle components.

As introduced, the bill went further towards banning
the sale of all mercury-containing switches and relays,
including those in thermostats, and mandating recovery
of mercury switches from cars when they are junked or
recycled. After discussions with numerous stakeholders,
the bill was amended to its final form, and the
provision requiring EPA to further study these issues
and make recommendations was added.

SB 2551 passed the House 97-16-4, and was approved
by the Senate on concurrence 57-0. :

Pro-Environment Vote: Yes
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House Voting Record

HB HB SB sB 2004 2003
4699 5823 2272 255{ Score Score
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The Environmental Scorecard is published by the Ilitois
Environmental Council (IEC) for purposes of public

education. It provides a record and analysis of votes in the.

lllinois General Assembly on a wide range of
environmental and conservation bills, with the goal of
creating a better-informed citizenry.

No endorsement of any party, legisltor or political
candidate js imiplied in this Scorecard or in any other
publications or activities of the Illinois Environmental
Council. The IEC does not make finarcial contributions to,
nor receive them, from any candidate or political party.

IEC is 2 non-partisan 29 year-old organization that
promotes sound environmental laws and policies, provides
a forum for environmentalists and facilitates a statewide
activist network. [EC performs legislative advocacy and
serves as the environmental community's eyes, ears and
voice in Springfield.

Printed on 100% post-consumer de-inked recycled paper with soy-based inks.
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